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CELEBRATING THE PROMISE

Living as Lights in Terekeka
By Kim Klepp
As those who have been following the news in South Sudan will remember, back on December 15, 2013, violence broke out in Juba
and quickly spread to the oil producing regions in the north. Terekeka, a relatively peaceful community that raises cattle was
quickly turned into a dangerous location where various rebels and government troops transversed on their way to the brutal fighting
that was taking place in the city of Bor. As the violence escalated, Lance, Gideon and I had to make a prayerful yet heart-wrenching
decision to evacuate to Uganda. During this time away from our home and the children who have truly become a part of our family, we
again witnessed the power of God at work.

Daniel Meta

John Loki

On December 29, as the fighting in South Sudan continued to rage, Daniel Meta and John
Loki (two orphans raised in Yei who are now leaders in Terekeka) of their own free will and
with great personal risk to themselves decided to return to Terekeka from their scheduled
leave. The South Sudanese staff who had remained in place to care for the campus and
children in our absence were so encouraged to see them. They had felt lonely and wondered
what the future would hold. When Daniel and John arrived, they brought hope of things
returning to normal. We were and are so thankful for each of our staff who stayed through
the difficult times and especially for Daniel and John, who traveled back to Terekeka even
when things were so unsure!

When Lance and I returned to Terekeka in mid-February, after a time in Kampala and Yei, we were so happy to be home once
again! It was glorious to see each child again and know that the hand of the Lord had kept them safe through the conflict. Although
times are unsteady, we are trusting Him to continue providing His protection and guidance for this work going forward.
To give you an idea of life in Terekeka in recent months, there are two examples from January that highlight the difficulty and yet also,
the grace of God in caring for us.

•

One night, fighting began across the river (about 1.5 miles to the shore). It was the South Sudanese military attacking Bor
where the rebels were. There were bombs, explosions and lots of gunfire. The kids and staff could see the lights and
hear the intense noise very clearly. The housemothers slept under the beds with the children in fear. But we praise
God the fighting subsided without harm coming to our campus. Our prayers, however, were with those in Bor who faced
unimaginable tragedies.

•

Another incident that occurred was when the people of Terekeka fled the town and came out near our campus. They
heard that the rebels were passing through and they were
scared. Many people took refuge in the building just near our
gate. Miraculously, the rebels did not bother Terekeka at all
but instead passed to the north with no problems.

If you ask us, and our South Sudanese brothers and sisters who worship
with us, what we pray for in light of recent events, it is simple, we always
say, “peace.” Only Jesus can give a peace that passes all understanding.
There has been such turmoil in the country as a whole for so many years
and even more senseless deaths in recent months. You would think people
would just want peace, but here people are so ready to fight, take revenge
or have huge arguments. I recently spoke with the housemothers (our
sweet abubas) about how they can be peacemakers in the
community. They were not easily convinced. Please pray that the people of
South Sudan will seek peace in all areas of life.

Terekeka Campus “Abubas” (Housemothers)

And as God brings Lance and me to your minds, please join us in praying for Lance to not be overwhelmed. Pray that he would be able
to complete as much construction as necessary before the rains come. We were blessed by our time in Kampala and Yei connecting with
other missionaries dedicated to serving the South Sudanese, but the time away from our Terekeka family was not only heart-breaking, it
pushed the construction behind schedule.
There is a sense of looking forward to a time when there is not so much pressure, but then we wonder if that time will ever come. We
are thankful for God’s grace, but really praying for God to send teammates to help us here in Terekeka. These people need to
know Jesus and there is still so much practical work to do. Our job description for those people is extensive, but we see how God gives
many people different giftings and when you put it all together, it makes up the body of Christ. Will you join us in asking God to
send the right people? 

