
For children born into a poverty-striken 
war-torn nation, the odds are against 
them. The definition of success is reduced 
to the most basic principle: survival. As 
tragic as that may seem, it is true for each 
child born in South Sudan.
Through the dedicated e� orts of 
humanitarian organizations, NGOs and 
orphan care ministries, many South 
Sudanese children have been given access 
to health care, education, and living 
facilities, helping them look beyond mere 
survival. One organization in particular, 
Harvesters Reaching the Nations, has 
been operating in South Sudan since 
2001, o� ering orphan care inclusive of 
discipleship, education and health care.
During the ministry’s nearly 20 years of 
caring for orphans and those vulnerable, 
some of Harvesters’ oldest children have 
completed or are in process of completing 
their education  plan and are on track for 
acquiring jobs within their respective 
fields. One example is Harvesters’ alumn, 
James “Bond” Michael,  who graduated 
from law school on January 17, 2020, and 
is in the process of completing a 9-month 
bar program that will enable him to 
practice law in his home country of South 
Sudan. 

For Bond, this milestone was far from 
his mind in his early years of education, 
during which he recalls “going to school 
just to follow the daily routine of waking 
up, attending morning devotions, having 
breakfast, having a boring day at school 
then finally anxiously waiting for the 5 
o’clock bell to ring for supper.”
However, by 6th grade, Bond’s perspective 
changed a� er receiving wisdom 
from missionary and grade school 
administrator — Christina Copeland. 
“Copeland encouraged me to value 
education, encouraged me to believe 
that my dedication, determination, and 
commitment to excel in academics will 
be a major force of change, first to myself 
and later to my su� ering society which is 
su� ering not because of its own fault, but 
as a result of poverty and illiteracy, which is 
wide-spread across Africa, especially South 
Sudan.”
Bond is one of many students participating 
in Harvesters’ Hannah Scholarship Fund 
program. This program provides tuition 
for secondary school (high school), 
vocational/technical training, college 
certifications, and degrees. Each Hannah 
Fund student has a common goal to 
make their country a better place to live 

for their generation and generations to 
come. Inspiring goals like these motivate 
this program to continue providing further 
education opportunities so that kids, like 
Bond Michael can earn a degree. For the 
South Sudanese, his success serves not 
only to tip the scale of justice, but also to 
help tip the scale from surviving to thriving.
Circumstances that once painted a 
bleak future for the children of South 
Sudan are no longer holding them back 
from achieving. With opportunity and 
encouragement coupled with hard work 
and perseverance, Bond, and many other 
students, are paving the way to a brighter 
future for themselves, their people and 
humanity as a whole. 
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January 17, 2020: Law School graduate, James Bond Michael, celebrates with (le�  to right) fellow  law student Emmanuel Mana, cousin 
Emmanuel Lotigo, younger brother Emmanuel Likambo, uncle Salah Michael and Harvesters’ National Director Mr. Mourice Akuno. 



Come meet, serve and encourage Harvesters’ primary 
school students and sta�   as well as members of the refugee 
community in Uganda. Not only will you be sharing hope 
through fellowship, you’ll experience hope too!
Whether you want to go solo, join or create a team,  Harvesters 
wants to help you make this opportunity a reality. Our sta�  is 
ready to provide you with the information you need to start 
planning your trip today.
*Cost based on past air travel rates and hotel accommodations in the area.    
  Passport, visa and vaccines not included. Additional activities cost extra.
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The week of September 23 - 29, 2019 
Harvesters Reaching the Nations 
launched its Week for Kids’ Clothing 
Challenge in e� ort to provide clothing for 
the 167 children in their care across their 
two South Sudan campuses.

With a goal of raising $5,840 in just 7 days, 

Harvesters’ supporters not only met this 
challenge, they exceeded it by 34%!

Newly hired African Media Coordinator, 
Emmanuel “Guya” Alison, provided 
photos of the children from Harvesters’ 
Yei campus sporting some of their new 
attire. National Director, Mr. Mourice 

Akuno, had this to share regarding the 
campaign’s success: “New clothing makes 
our kids feel confident that they are able 
to present themselves well. It’s one of my 
favorite times of the year to be able to love 
on the kids in this way. Thank you to all 
that helped provide funding for this need!”

UPDATE: HRTN’S 2019 KIDS’ CLOTHING CAMPAIGN

Harvesters’ kids wearing some of their new clothes purchased with the funds raised during 
Kids’ Clothing Chellenge back in September 2019.
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Many years ago, we began a child’s 
sponsorship through Harvesters Reaching 
the Nations (Harvesters).  In December 
2019, we were contacted by Brittaney 
and Erin of Harvesters.  They informed 
us that James “Bond” Michael, a young 
man from South Sudan whom we had 
sponsored through Harvesters since he 
was a young boy, was graduating from 
law school on January 17, 2020.  This was 
exciting news to us because we now knew 
that Bond Michael was well-educated, and 
looking forward to a promising future.  
Knowing that our support and prayers had 
contributed to such a positive outcome for 
Bond was confirmation that our faith and 
support were well directed.

Here is the unexpected part of that 
message:  Bond had reached out to one 
of the sta�  members at Harvesters saying 
that he would love a chance to speak with 
us on the day of his graduation to thank us 
for our support through the years that led 
to him accomplishing his degree. Erin and 
Brittaney from Harvesters were contacting 
us to see if they could make that happen.

We have never asked for or expected 
thanks for our sponsorship. Yet, here 
was this young man graduating from law 
school asking for the opportunity to speak 
to us and thank us on his special day.  
With everything this young man had been 
through in his life and all the hard work 
that he had invested in his education, 
Bond wanted to personally thank us.  We 
are not overstating when we tell you that 
Bond’s request to speak to us brought us 
to tears.  

On the day of his graduation, we heard 
Bond Michael’s voice for the first time.  
We connected live with him through 
Facebook Messenger.  We talked for about 
an hour.  We found him to be delightfully 
intelligent, kind, and caring.  We plan to 
have many more conversations over the 
coming months and years.  We are now 
Facebook friends, and more importantly, 
he considers us family.  We feel the same 
way about him.  We will now be able to 
follow his career and his life.  We are very 
proud of Bond Michael’s accomplishments 
and grateful for the opportunity to be a 
part of his life.

For just $36/month  
Become My Sponsor Today!

HELLO! MY NAME IS BERO PITIA and I came 
to Harvesters with my sister and brother 
a� er my mother died. God brought us here 
because my father is not able to care for 
us. I’m grateful to be here where it feels 
safe. My big sister, Joan, does a good job 
watching out for me as well.  

Losing my mom has been really di� icult 
for me to cope with. I miss her a lot. I am 
thankful though to have new brothers and 
sisters that love me - which helps comfort 

BASIC NEEDS: Orphan & Widow Care
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DISCIPLESHIP

You Can Impact My Life By
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460

me when I’m sad. As you can see from my 
photo, I like to play ball. I also like to go on 
walks around campus with Baba Steve.  
Will you please pray for me and my siblings 
to adjust to life without my mom? Pray also 
for me to come to know God.

SPONSORING A LIFE
Harvesters’ alumn and Makekere Law School Graduate, James Bond Michael.

By: Ray & Betty Rogers

Over the past many years, Harvesters has 
always been great in keeping us updated 
about Bond Michael’s progress and 
ambitions.  Harvesters also forwarded 
artwork, notes, and letters that Bond 
occasionally sent to us.

We first became aware of Harvesters 
Reaching the Nations at Saint Michael’s 
Episcopal Church in Racine, Wisconsin.  
This is where we learned about the 
commitments of Dennis Klepp and his 
wife, Lillian, the founders of Harvesters.  
They had been actively involved in their 
church’s ministries prior to being called 
by God to go to South Sudan to build what 
quickly became a home and haven for 
orphans in the region.  At Saint Michael’s, 
Dennis Klepp’s brother, sister-in-law, and 
family had set up a display booth to show 
the good work being done at Harvesters.  
Having seen the display and talking to 
the Klepp family, we decided on that day 
to become sponsors of a young child 
in South Sudan. That child was James 
“Bond” Michael.  We are truly blessed 
to know this young man. God is good.

Thank you to Saint Michael’s Episcopal 
Church; Dennis, Lillian, and the entire Klepp 
family; Erin and Brittaney; and everyone at 
Harvesters Reaching the Nations.  May God 
continue to bless your lives.

Sincerely,

Ray & Betty Rogers
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Here is a new opportunity to contribute 
to the ongoing discipleship e� orts 
taking place on both campuses and in 
their surrounding communities in South 
Sudan. 

By contributing $23 a month, you will be 
helping to support the pastors’ salaries 
at Harvesters’ two churches, as well as 
supporting all that goes into holding 
Sunday worship services, Sunday school, 
Bible studies, carrying out community 

4

DISCIPLESHIP

For just $23/month 
Help Advance the Gospel in South Sudan 

Give the Gi�  of Discipleship by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460
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FIGHTING TO FORGIVE

Harvesters’ Primary Teacher David Taban working on curriculum for his classroom.

outreach and providing pastoral 
counseling to children and church 
members.

Over the past two years, trauma care 
has become a top priority at Harvesters 
Reaching the Nations, an organization 
dedicated to serving children and those 
vulnerable. In an e� ort to help address 
the emotional wounds a� ecting the 
children and local sta�  in South Sudan, 
the organization brought in experts from 
the Trauma Care Insitute. 

The process begins with having sta�  
members and key individuals on campus 
participate in a trauma healing workshop 
spanning several days. This workshop is 
designed to train these individuals to go 
through the work of a “trauma healing 
group” with the goal to replicate and 
lead a new group upon completion. The 
primary focus of the healing groups is for 
each member to personally recall past 
experiences through a Biblical lens to 
process true forgiveness and healing.

A� er completing one of the workshops 
held this past year, Harvesters’ primary 
school teacher, David Taban, was able to 
share his trauma testimony:

It was early 2017. I was living in a certain 
village called Doyenda in Yei River State, 
South Sudan. There were some groups 
of soldiers who attacked our family at 
9:00pm at night. These soldiers disturb 
us and took our property, for example, 
telephones, clothes, and some money. 
From that time, I always remember one 
soldier in particular. 

In my heart I said, I need to revenge and 
not forgive him, but when we learned the 
lesson about forgiveness, I had to forgive 
him at that moment. 

As soon as we finished that lesson, I went 
to see my aunt in the hospital and on my 
way back home, I ran into the soldier in 
the street, and he asked for help from 
me. So I looked at him and remembered 
the lesson about forgiveness and the 
scriptures that talk about forgiveness 
such as Roman 12:19-21.

So from that moment I felt released from 
the heavy load of not forgiving before  - 
and now my hatred for the soldier was 

deleted out from my heart because God 
always forgives us when we forgive 
those who wrong us (Matthew 6:14-15).

Taban’s testimony serves as a reminder 
of the breakthroughs happening in 
South Sudan every day. He is one of 
many examples where South Sudanese 
are fighting to forgive. And he is one 
example where the impossible is made 
possible because he’s allowing the Lord 
to lead his heart.

“In my heart I said, I 
need to revenge and 
not forgive him, but 
when we learned 
the lesson about 
forgiveness, I had to 
forgive him at that 
moment.” - David Taban



IN TIMES OF DOUBT, THE LORD FILLS OUR BOWLS 
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March 2020, Harvesters Reaching the 
Nations embarked on a month-long 
campaign to raise $19,890 to provide a 
school meal for the 1,000+ community 
students attending their primary schools 
in East Africa for the first of three school 
terms this year.

It just so happened the campaign’s timing 
coincided with the Coronavirus  pandemic 
sweeping across the globe. Whether it be 
the capacity of public health care systems 
to meet the challenge, job insecurity, 
and the overall state of the economy, 
there has been much concern occupying 
the minds of everyone impacted by  
the pandemic. Another aspect greatly 
a� ected by the recent turn of events is 
the education system. Schools across the 
United States and in other countries have 
been indefinitely closed until further 
notice. This reality has le�  educators and 
parents around the world scrambling.

Fortunately, as of mid-March, South 
Sudan, where two of Harvesters’ 
primary schools are located, has been 

considered one of the few COVID-19-
free countries. That said, precautions 
have been implemented to minimize 
risks in e� orts to avoid the spread of 
illness from abroad. On March 20, 2020, 
South Sudanese President Salva Kiir 
released a mandate closing all schools 
and sporting venues as well as religious 
and social gatherings, including church 
services, weddings, funerals, and 
political events. In neighboring Uganda, 
where Harvesters’ third primary school 
is located, the government issued a 
mandate closing schools and other social 
gatherings on March 18, 2020.

No one could have imagined or predicted 
that Harvesters’ Fill Our Bowls campaign 
would not have only met but exceeded 
its goal in just 19 days’ time, raising 
$23,978 (121%) during a global pandemic. 
God’s provision during these uncertain 
times is reminiscent of a story from the 
Old Testament when He miraculously 
provided for the prophet Elijah and a 
needy  widow and her son. The story from 

1 Kings 17:7-16 recounts God’s faithfulness 
in meeting the needs of Elijah, the widow, 
and her son during a season of drought. 
God honored the widow’s generosity 
and trust in Him by continuing to fill her 
jar of flour and  small jug of olive oil. This 
story captures the type of trust that has 
been a part of Harvesters’ story from the 
beginning; a basic belief that against all 
odds, God will continue to provide. 

In light of the current realities being 
faced around the world, it’s vital to not 
lose sight of the Lord and His promise to 
meet the needs of His people as He did 
for prophet Elijah, the widow and her son 
in 1 Kings. Believers are called to walk by 
faith not by sight. They are to  give, serve, 
and love because He perfectly provides, 
serves, and loves. In so doing, it’s a 
testimony of the greatness of God to a 
world in need. Just as God used believers 
to meet the needs of people in ancient 
Israel, He continues to do the same today 
through generous supporters like you.

For just $84/month 
Become A Hannah Fund Student Sponsor Today!

For $84 a month you are supporting the 
cost of deserving students attending 
secondary school, training school or 
university o�  campus. Students who 
benefit from the Hannah Scholarship 
Fund have met certain criteria and are 
a� orded the opportunity to continue 
furthering their education.

By sponsoring a Hannah Scholarship 
Fund student, you are helping to pay 
for the student’s schooling as well as 
their living accommodations and travel 
back to Harvesters’ campus when on 

Give the Gi�  of Education by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460
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school break. Students who earn their 
certificates and/or degrees are in a 
better position to find jobs that help 
them provide for themselves as well as 
positively impact their communities.



“WE’ LL GET THROUGH THIS”
March 19, 2020, Al Jazeera journalist, Samira 
Sawlani reported on Africa’s continent-wide 
response to the Coronavirus in an article 
titled “COVID-19: Africa told to prepare for 
the  worst. What’s the response?” 

Fears aside, Sawlani found experts 
expressing confidence in lessons learned 
from previous health emergencies, 
including the devastating Ebola outbreak 
in 2014-2016 that killed more than 11,000 
people in West Africa, will help in the fight 
against the new coronavirus.

“‘Ebola may be di� erent to COVID-19, 
however, the continent has experience,’ a 
source at the Congolese Ministry of Health 
said. “We learned about the importance 
of prevention, the need to mitigate false 
information.’ Ugandan physician Sabrina 
Kitaka agreed. ‘Uganda has managed 
Ebola and Marburg, so we have trust in our 
systems,’ she said.

Ngozi Erondu, associate fellow of the Global 
Health Programme at Chatham House, 
also singled out as positive developments 
the establishment of institutions such as 
the Africa Centre for Disease Control and 
an increase in the continent’s laboratory 

capacity - according to her, at least 20 
countries have COVID-19 testing facilities. 
‘Prevention of a large outbreak rests on 
containment of imported cases and trying to 
stop community transmission,’ Erondu said.

Chikwe Ihekweazu, Director-general of the 
Nigeria Centre for Disease Control, said 
Nigeria has strengthened its surveillance 
detection and response capacity, adding 
that ‘as the epidemiology of the disease is 
changing rapidly, so is our response.’

‘One of the strongest improvements we have 
seen when compared to the Ebola outbreak 
in West Africa in 2014, is the coordination and 
support from WHO AFRO, the Africa Centers 
for Disease Control and the West African 
Health Organizations,’ he added.

In Senegal, meanwhile, one of the few sub-
Saharan African countries to have registered 
local transmission, professor Moussa Seydi, 
head of the infectious diseases department 
at Fann Hospital, expressed hope that 
a combination of laboratory capacity, 
government directives and the population 
adhering to guidelines would result in the 
country being able to deal with the virus.
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March 2020, countries across continent take drastic steps to fight coronavirus amid warnings number of infections is likely higher.

Still, worries ranging from the ability of 
strained healthcare systems to handle a 
severe outbreak to challenges over childcare 
during school closures; as well as the 
e� ect of the restrictions on those in the 
informal economy and the consequences 
of the pandemic on economies across the 
continent, play on people’s mind...

In the Sudanese capital, Khartoum, architect 
Tagreed Abdin said the new coronavirus is 
what ‘everyone is talking about.’

‘While some pharmacies have been hiking 
up prices of masks and sanitiser, there have 
also been heart-warming stories about some 
distributing these for free,’ he added.However, 
in Monrovia, the capital of Liberia, one of the 
three countries ravaged by Ebola some five 
years ago, store owner Joshua Sneh said 
things were much calmer.

‘We’ll get through this,’ he said.”

Sawlani’s article captures the heart of the 
African spirit. From a continent that’s seen 
and survived plagues of ancient to modern 
day, the heartbeat of its people continues to 
pulse as they plan to persevere through yet 
another trial. 

Become a Sponsor of Malaria Treatment Today!
For $37 a month you are helping to 
cover the cost of treating a child patient 
with mild to severe malaria at one of 
Harvesters’ health clinics in Yei and 
Terekeka, South Sudan. Malaria is one of 
the most commonly contracted illnesses 
our nurses treat in our orphanages. Your 
gi�  of health care will save lives. 

Give the Gi�  of Health Care by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460

For just $37/month

(Photo credit: Al Jazeera News)
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Harvesters Reaching the Nations is a Christ-centered organization 
providing discipleship, education and health care to orphans as well 
as vulnerable women and children in remote regions of the world.
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Re: COVID-19 

We know everyone has been touched by this crisis. 
If you have specific prayer requests, our US sta�  would be humbled to pray for you. 

Send your prayer requests to prayer@hrtn.org or call (972) 941.4460. 

We pray you continue to have hope. 
We know God continues to be in control and we continue to trust in Him.


