
Across the world, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has led to an almost complete closure 
of schools, universities and colleges. 
According to UNESCO, these nationwide 
shutdowns are a� ecting about 72% of 
the world’s student population. Remote 
learning is one of the ways in which 
many countries have sought to minimize 
the impact of educational disruption to 
millions of learners. South Sudan is no 
exception.
To help students continue their learning 
despite COVID-19, Radio Miraya, which is 
operated by the United Nations Mission 
in South Sudan, has begun broadcasting 
lessons in support of a remote learning 
initiative developed by the Ministry 
of General Education and UNICEF. 
The new programme’s lessons will be 
interactive, with children able to phone 
in with questions and participate in on-air 
quizzes. They will be aired daily between 
10-11am and repeated between 2-3pm.
“When we heard about the di� iculties 
being faced by the Ministry and UNICEF 
in reaching out to school children across 
the country, we, at UNMISS, immediately 
o� ered our broadcasting platform,” 

said David Shearer. “We are pleased to 
help because Radio Miraya has the most 
extensive reach across the country, so it 
is the best way to reach large and diverse 
audiences, including children living in 
remote communities.”

The initiative came about following the 
closure of schools to help curb the spread 
of COVID-19. The Ministry of Education 
wanted to o� er distance learning through 
radio, as it is one of the most common 
and accessible communication tools in 
the country. UNICEF provided the Ministry 
with support for developing a distance 
learning plan.
“COVID-19 has posed a challenge for 
everyone across the globe. The education 
system in South Sudan was greatly 
a� ected, and once the schools shut down, 
it was important for children to continue 
their lessons at home,” said Awut Deng 
Acuil, Minister of General Education. 
“My message to all our listeners as we 
work together with the Government 
and our partners is please be patient. 
Everything will be okay and these lessons 
will go to your homes,” said Alfred Anasi 

Dominic, a primary school teacher. “I 
am very happy that we are broadcasting 
on Radio Miraya because it reaches the 
largest audience in our country. When you 
go to any state, Miraya is broadcasting. 
I believe our listeners, our people, will 
benefit greatly from the programme.”

“This is the least we can do at a time when 
the lives of so many young people are 
being a� ected by this pandemic,” said the 
Chief of Radio Miraya, Ratomir Petrovic. 
“We hope that our collective e� orts at 
Radio Miraya with the Ministry of Education 
and UNICEF will help the children of South 
Sudan to continue their education.” 
This is a condensed version of article written by: 
Francesca Mold for UNMISS
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June 2020: Harvesters Reaching the Nations’ campuses in South Sudan are using radios to supplement their school lessons during school closures.



THIS IS  US
We are made up of 150 African employees who are 

dedicated to serving vulnerable children in East Africa...
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THE HEARTBEAT OF HARVESTERS FISCAL FACT:
In celebration of all that has been 
accomplished at Harvesters Reaching 
the Nations since 2001, Harvesters 
would like to introduce the many faces 
and roles of those who helped make the 
unimaginable happen over the course of 
19 years.

With the dedication of Harvesters’ sta� , 
more than 225 orphans  have been 
raised, loved, and provided for across 
Harvesters’ Yei and Terekeka, South 
Sudan campuses. Additionally, the 
gospel has been shared through their 
two campus churches, reaching 1,000+ 
community members.  Across Harvesters’ 
three primary schools located in South 
Sudan and Uganda, teachers have 
provided primary education to more 
than 1,500 students while helping 80+ 
students further their education via 
secondary school, vocational school, 
and University through Harvesters’ 
Hannah Scholarship Program. 

While Harvesters’ His House of 
Hope Hospital is temporarily closed, 

throughout its years operating, along 
with the campus clinics, Harvesters has 
provided 12,000+ women, children, and 
sta�  with vital health care. What happens 
at Harvesters extends beyond their 
campuses’ gates. Community outreach 
has become a paramount initiative 
by sta�  so that the children tangibly 
experience the value of giving back.

What has been achieved at HRTN over 
nearly two decades is nothing short of 
miraculous. The campuses have seen 
and experienced the e� ects of both civil 
and spiritual warfare, the achievement 
of independence alongside prayers for 
peace, food shortages,  illnesses and 
now a global pandemic. Even with these 
hardships, by God’s grace and provision, 
the campuses remain operational, in 
an e� ort to serve those in need. This, of 
course, would not be possible if it were 
not for their African sta�  - the heartbeat 
of Harvesters’ ministry - who remain 
steadfast in the face of adversity. Their 
perseverance is contagious.

This summer, Harvesters is launching 
their “This Is Us” campaign, which 
aims to highlight and celebrate many 
of the 150 hard-working employees in 
Africa who comprise 94% of Harvesters’ 
organization. Each of these individuals 
plays a vital role in serving vulnerable 
children on a daily basis. It is Harvesters’ 
goal to be able to continue to provide 
employment opportunities at their 
campuses for years to come. If you are 
interested in helping provide wages for 
Harvesters’ African employees, please 
read the next page for ways to give. 

This year, HRTN wages 
in East Africa total 

$258,840, 
which provides

150 African employees’ 
salaries.
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS

BY MAKING A DONATION TO OUR GREATEST NEEDS: To help us continue serving vulnerable 
children at Harvesters, visit HRTN.org and click on the homepage banner promoting our THIS IS US campaign. 
On the campaign’s page you can contribute toward the wages of Harvesters’ 150 African employees.  
Prefer to send a check? Use the enclosed remit envelope to mail in your gift.

YOU CAN HELP US CONTINUE SERVING VULNERABLE CHILDREN...



Donations of any amount will make an impact!

BY DONATING AN EMPLOYEE’S WEEKLY WAGES: Choose from 1 of our 4 program areas to help meet 
an employee’s average weekly wages for 2020 via the remit envelope or on the campaign’s fundraising page:

ORPHAN CARE
EMPLOYEES

DISCIPLESHIP 
EMPLOYEES

EDUCATION
EMPLOYEES

HEALTH CARE
EMPLOYEES

87 2 25922 2595925959 2222222

Includes
Housemothers, Cooks, 

Cleaners, Laborers, 
Groundskeepers, 

Guards & Admin. Staff .

Includes
 Campus Church 

Pastors.

Includes 
Preschool, Primary

& Vocational 
Teaching Staff .

Includes 
Campus Clinic 

Nurses.

 Avg. wkly wage
$41

Avg. wkly wage
$63

Avg. wkly wage
$27

Avg. wkly wage
$50

FISCAL FACT:
This year, HRTN wages 

in East Africa total 
$258,840, 

which provides
150 African employees’ 

salaries.
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E� ective March 20, 2020 the government 
of South Sudan implemented measures 
to limit the spread of COVID-19, including 
the closing of schools, sporting venues, 
all religious and social gatherings and 
establishing a 6pm curfew. The country 
also closed its borders to prevent 
anyone from entering. 

Since the implementation of these 
restrictions, Harvesters Reaching the 
Nations’ campuses in Terekeka and Yei, 
South Sudan have been on lockdown 
with only essential people allowed 
in and out on a limited basis. For the 
few who do leave and return to the 
campuses for supplies, they go through 
a sanitation process at the entrance 
gates for prevention purposes.

Currently both campuses have an 
adequate supply of food, fuel and 
other necessities on hand. However, 
Harvesters’ primary schools and 
churches had to close to the community 

until the lockdown order is li� ed. 

In the meantime, Harvesters’ kids 
remain on campus and are cared for 
by live-in sta�  who are working daily 
to engage the kids through lessons, 
playtime, and discipleship activities.

While the sta�  works hard to maintain 
a semblance of normalcy, so also 
are  Harvesters’ older kids who are 
volunteering to help around campus 
beyond their typical chores. 

Nineteen-year-old Florence Yoloki 
shares, “I help in cooking and washing 
dishes here on campus as we are o�  from 
school due to the COVID-19. Cooking is my 
favorite, because I learn more skills, and 
at times, I feel good when the other kids 
eat and enjoy the food that I prepared. It 
makes me feel happy that I can take care 
of my brothers and sisters and the house 
mothers here on campus. I’m thankful for 
Madam Josephine and the older boys who 
help us (older girls) do the cooking while 

the cooks are away due to the lockdown 
in South Sudan. This helps me learn how 
important it is to help.”

“The help from our older children who 
have been gardening, cooking, serving, 
and cleaning regularly while our o�  
campus sta�  are social distancing in their 
homes, has helped us keep things running 
in an orderly fashion. It has also provided 
our older kids with an appreciation for 
God’s daily provision and  the hard work of 
our sta�  who serve them on a daily basis.” 
says Harvesters’ National Director, Mr. 
Mourice Akuno.

While COVID-19 continues to cause 
adjustments across the globe, 
adaptability in a place like South 
Sudan is something that has become 
commonplace over the years. South 
Sudanese children, like Florence, 
represent the very nature of resilence 
and perseverance it takes to overcome 
the daily trials that life brings. 

For just $36/month  
Become My Sponsor Today!

SALAM! MY NAME IS JOAN PITIA and I am 
7 years old. I am new to Harvesters this 
year. I am happy to help keep the campus 
clean by sweeping leaves into piles. I like 
learning, but I struggle to read by myself. 
Drawing and coloring make me happy as 
well as sharing with my friends. My best 
friend on campus is Victoria Lurit.

I help at church by learning songs and 
singing, which is my favorite activity. I try 
to focus when the speakers talk so that 

BASIC NEEDS: Orphan & Widow Care
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DISCIPLESHIP

You Can Impact My Life By
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460

I can learn more, and I help deliver the 
o� ering baskets. Will you please pray that 
I will always be caring to my two younger 
brothers that came here to Harvesters 
with me?

WHILE ON LOCKDOWN HRTN KIDS STEP UP
Florence, Seth & Margaret help out on campus while the country places restrictions on activities in prevention of COVID-19. 
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Here is a new opportunity to contribute 
to the ongoing discipleship e� orts 
taking place on both campuses and in 
their surrounding communities in South 
Sudan. 

By contributing $23 a month, you will be 
helping to support the pastors’ salaries 
at Harvesters’ two churches, as well as 
supporting all that goes into holding 
Sunday worship services, Sunday school, 
Bible studies, carrying out community 

4

DISCIPLESHIP

For just $23/month 
Help Advance the Gospel in South Sudan Today!

Give the Gi�  of Discipleship by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460
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LOVING THY NEIGHBORS WELL

January ‘20: Tukul being built for local villager, Cecilia Denya.

outreach and providing pastoral 
counseling to children and church 
members.

Terekeka, South Sudan - As a way to 
serve the local community, Harvesters’ 
primary school students and teaching 
sta�  along with Harvesters’  new 
pastor, Kenyi Steven, and leadership 
sta�  started a community outreach 
program called Seeds of Kindness. 
One of the ways Seeds of Kindness 
volunteers have served their neighbors 
is by building tukul homes for members 
of the community in need. 

In January 2020, Seeds of Kindness 
volunteers completed their first tukul 
home for a local villager, Cecilia Denya, 
who was in need. “Cecilia was so grateful 
to be able to able to have such a nice 
place to live. It is a gi�  she will cherish 
always.” shared Darious Lakasong, 
Harvesters’ Campus Administrator.

Initially, Seeds of Kindness only planned 
to do one project a year; however with 
the school closure due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the group decided to take 
on another project, this time for one of 
their own, campus cook Cecilia Kaku. 

Kaku had been staying in a rental 
nearby and was in need of her own 
place. In less than one month’s time, 
volunteers were able to build Kaku and 
her family a new home.

Since this project took place during the 
COVID-19 lockdown, extra precautions 
had to be taken by volunteers to 
minimize the risk of spreading germs. 

“Working on this project has helped to 
li�  the spirits of our  teaching sta� , who 
have had to find a new balance between 
doing homeschool programs and their 
personal lives during the lockdown. 
Everyone, especially Kaku, is excited 
by what’s been accomplished,” shared 
Lakasong.

When asked how she feels about 
her new home, Kaku shared, “I never 
expected to be a recipient of our Seeds 
of Kindness program. My family feels 
beyond blessed to have a home!” 

“Jesus says the second great 
commandment a� er loving God is 

“I never expected to 
be a recipient of our 
Seeds of Kindness 
program. My family 
feels beyond blessed 
to have a home!” 

May ‘20: Tukul being completed for HRTN cook, Cecilia Kaku.

to ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
(Matthew 22:39) Our Seeds of Kindness 
outreach program is one of the best ways 
for us at Harvesters to show the love of 
Christ to our neighbors in Terekeka,” says 
Pastor Steven. “It is our desire to be able 
to continue to love our neighbors as best 
we can so that those who may not know 
Christ come to experience Him in a real 
way.” 

- Cecilia Kuka, 
   Cook, HRTN



HARVESTERS TO OPEN SECONDARY SCHOOL IN 2022
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EDUCATIOn

Although South Sudan achieved 
its independence in 2011, the 
country remains mired in poverty 
and civil war. These realities have 
unfortunately driven many South 
Sudanese parents to push their 
children onto the streets or into 
the workforce at an early age. 
In addition, many parents also 
maintain traditions which force 
young girls into early marriages 
while the ongoing confl ict fi nds 
young boys kidnapped and trapped 
as child soldiers. The result is an 
inescapable and vicious cycle of 
economic and social devastation. 

Fortunately, the country’s views 
on education are evolving. Not 
only are parents begging to get 
their kids enrolled in school, 
students are also striving to attain 
certifi cates and degrees in order to 
be able to provide for themselves 
and their families, and also change 
their country for the better.

Most of the country’s shortages 
of education opportunities reside 
in the more rural communities 
throughout the country. One region 
in particular, Terekeka, is located 
along the Nile River and is home 
to the Mundari tribe - a cattle-
herding community. Harvesters 
Reaching the Nations is no stranger 
to Terekeka, as it’s been operating 
an orphanage and primary school 
there since 2010.

Currently, <1% of Terekeka’s 
school-aged population is enrolled 
in secondary school due to the lack 
of schools in the area. Those who 
are able to go to secondary school 
must attend a boarding school in 
the country’s capital, Juba. 

Between the high cost of a 
secondary education along with 
the added fees to board, an 
extremely small number of families 
can invest in their children in this 
way. With boarding being the only 

viable option, families are even less 
likely to send their daughters away 
to school.

After discussing this matter with 
local offi  cials and the community, 
Harvesters has determined 
that families are more inclined 
to send their kids to secondary 
school if one is available in their 
community. This will aff ord the 
students the opportunity to honor 
cultural norms within their family 
dynamics while also furthering 
their education.

With the help of partners like 
you, Harvesters can help change 
the future of the young men and 
women in Terekeka by building and 
operating a Christian secondary 
school in 2022. If you would like to 
get involved or learn more,  please 
contact Harvesters’ Director of 
Development, Megan Thompson, 
by phone: (817) 909.5202 or by 
email: Megan.Thompson@hrtn.org. 

For just $84/month 
Become A Hannah Fund Student Sponsor Today!

For $84 a month you are supporting the 
cost of deserving students attending 
secondary school, training school or 
university o�  campus. Students who 
benefit from the Hannah Scholarship 
Fund have met certain criteria and are 
a� orded the opportunity to continue 
furthering their education.

By sponsoring a Hannah Scholarship 
Fund student, you are helping to pay 
for the student’s schooling as well as 
their living accommodations and travel 
back to Harvesters’ campus when on 

Give the Gi�  of Education by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460
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school break. Students who earn their 
certificates and/or degrees are in a 
better position to find jobs that help 
them provide for themselves as well as 
positively impact their communities.

Architectural rendering of Harvesters’ Secondary School campus in Terekeka, South Sudan. (Rendering by: Kevin Thompson, AIA)



A BICYCLE RACE AGAINST COVID-19
“Information is essential before, during 
and a� er a crisis, this is where we come 
in. We provide important information 
to people allowing them to take care 
of themselves. Access to accurate 
information in South Sudan is very 
di� icult,” says Mabior Ajuang. He is 
project manager for the blue messenger 
bicycles.

The idea is as simple as it is genius 
in a country like South Sudan where 
many roads are impassible and 2/3 of 
the population is illiterate. Volunteers 
are getting on the bikes which have 
loudspeakers and amplifiers mounted 
and are pedaling in neighborhoods 
spreading prerecorded messages in five 
di� erent languages.

“We reach where no one else is reaching. 
The bicycles are a� ordable, no expensive 
spare parts. We can go where the cars 
cannot because of the roads, even 
narrow paths we can take with the 
bicycles. During the rainy season, we can 
easily carry the bicycles over water. We 
can reach further than people on foot, 

as it is less exhausting riding a bike than 
walking. The bicycles don’t require any fuel, 
our messengers just have to eat well, and 
they get plenty of exercise, no need for gym 
later,” chuckles Mabior. 

“People need to and want to know how to 
stay safe with the little resources they have,” 
says volunteer Deng Daniel Leer (pictured 
above) who has been a blue messenger 
for a year. Currently, he is riding his bike 
with COVID-19 messages blasted from the 
loudspeaker mounted at the front. People 
are also approaching him for a chat to 
know more and raise their concerns.

“People are concerned about all the 
restrictions put in place to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. People are living from 
hand to mouth and when their shops are 
forced to close, construction work halted 
or less people in need of transport how are 
they going to survive? I try to encourage 
them to stay strong and remain vigilant 
and take all the necessary precautionary 
measures. When people ask for soap to 
wash their hands, I say that any soap can 
do and use whatever they have. They don’t 
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April 2020: Blue messenger volunteer Deng Daniel Leer is disseminating COVID-19 messages in Gudele in Juba.

need a special soap for this.” says Leer.

The loudspeaker can reach up to 400 
meters and cover around 200 households 
a day. Peak hours for the messengers are 
in the morning when people are outside 
doing their morning routines and, in the 
evenings, when people are back from 
work.

UNICEF Communication for development 
o� icer, Atem Peter, is one of the founders 
of the blue messenger bicycles. “We 
decided on the colour blue because the 
River Nile is very important to us and the 
water is blue, and water gives life. The 
sky is also blue, and it is everywhere, so 
that is why blue has a special meaning 
and we decided to use that color. 
Information is a human right, but it is very 
challenging for people in South Sudan 
to access information in order for them 
to make decisions about their lives. That 
is why we started the blue messenger 
bicycles.” says Peter.

Currently, the organization has five 
fully operational bicycles with sound 
equipment...The goal is to have 500 
bicycles across South Sudan, 50 in every 
state...

As the national co-lead on risk 
communication on COVID-19, UNICEF and 
the Ministry of Health is championing 
local initiatives aiming at raising 
awareness on the Coronavirus and 
helping people to stay safe. UNICEF 
is coordinating and implementing 
risk communication activities across 
South Sudan, raising awareness on the 
Coronavirus disease and ensuring people 
are educated on the preventive measures 
to keep the family safe. 

This is a condensed version of article written by: 
Helene Sandbu Ryeng for UNICEF

Become a Sponsor of Malaria Treatment Today!
For $37 a month you are helping to 
cover the cost of treating a child patient 
with mild to severe malaria at one of 
Harvesters’ health clinics in Yei and 
Terekeka, South Sudan. Malaria is one of 
the most commonly contracted illnesses 
our nurses treat in our orphanages. Your 
gi�  of health care will save lives. 

Give the Gi�  of Health Care by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460

For just $37/month

(Photo credit: UNICEFSouthSudan/Ryeng)
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Harvesters Reaching the Nations is a Christ-centered organization 
providing discipleship, education and health care to orphans as well 
as vulnerable women and children in remote regions of the world.
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Re: COVID-19 

We know everyone has been touched by this crisis. 
If you have specific prayer requests, our US sta�  would be humbled to pray for you. 

Please send your prayer requests to prayer@hrtn.org or call (972) 941.4460. 

We pray you continue to have hope. 
We know God continues to be in control and we continue to trust in Him.


