
In Yei, South Sudan sits Harvesters’ 
Assembly Church, which had its 
simple beginnings in 2001 beneath 
the Yei campus mango trees. In the 
following years, a� er Harvesters’ 
campus evolved and new buildings 
were constructed, the church began 
gathering in the campus’s main dining 
room. 
With the desire to share the gospel 
with more of the surrounding 
community, Harvesters completed 
construction on an o� icial church 
building in 2009. Their new church 
facility accommodates nearly 300 
people and has an in-ground tub for 
baptismal ceremonies. It also features 
a stage for the church’s worship team.
Early on, the church was led by 
missionaries from both the United 
States and Malaysia. Together these 
missionaries helped train South 
Sudanese native, Pastor Hillary 
Kenyi, who has been faithfully 
leading Harvesters’ sta� , children and 
community in their walk with God for 

the past four years. 
Late spring, when COVID-19 made 
its way to Africa, South Sudan’s 
government mandated the shutdown 
of large gatherings, including places 
of worship, until further notice. This 
included the temporary closing of 
Harvesters’ Assembly Church. 
Born out of this disruption was an 
opportunity to rehab the church 
facility, which with its heavy use was 
in need of some new paint, updates 
and repairs.
Beginning in June, former HRTN board 
member and founder of Children of 
War, Children of Hope, Shay Buttolph, 
led a rehab team of older kids to 
repaint the walls, sew and install new 
curtains, carpet the pulpit, redo the 
corridor floor, and build cabinets for 
musical instruments. Together, their 
labor of love completed the project 
by September, just in time for them to 
reopen the church for its first Sunday 
service in nearly five months (with 

social distancing in e� ect).
The amazing thing about Harvesters’ 
Assembly Church is it has been and 
continues to be a stable presence 
and reminder of God’s steadfast 
love in the unpredictable setting 
of South Sudan. And now with a 
little elbow grease, congregants 
have a beautiful freshly designed 
setting to praise the Most High. 

View photos of the church’s rehab project, 
including beautiful paintings by talented 
artists on HRTN’s Yei campus, by visiting 
HRTN’s facebook page’s “Church Rehab” 
photo album.
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July 24, 2020:  Harvesters’ Assembly Church rehabilitation crew Elizabeth Nyoka, James Mandela, Seth Boboya, Robert Mokili, Solomon Loku, 
Grandma Shay, Bendita Tabu, Florence Yoloki (Le�  to Right).
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SHOP HARVESTERS’ 2020 CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOG ONLINE
OR VIA THE PRINT VERSION ARRIVING IN HOMES SOON!

You can shop life-changing gi� s that bless the vulnerable children being served 
in South Sudan and Uganda, by visiting HRTN.org. 

Click Shop in the menu or on the below banner to navigate to Harvesters’ Online Christmas Gi�  Catalog.

Shop from 6 categories, 

all of which bless the 

vulnerable children 

Harvesters serves!

Visit HRTN.org

Step 2
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Blessings!
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The COVID-19 pandemic has certainly 
brought challenges to the daily lives 
of people across the world. As the 
dust continues to settle, and people 
adjust and move forward, there are a 
lot of opportunities in the wake of this 
otherwise inconvenient pandemic. 
Schools have gone online, employees 
are working remotely, and churches 
have “le�  the building.” 

One such church, The Gathering 
Church  Viridian in Arlington, Texas, 
who selected Harvesters Reaching the 
Nations to be their one global outreach 
partner, had plans earlier this year for 
Harvesters Reaching the Nations to 
come share with its congregation about 
God’s work in South Sudan and Uganda.

Like events across the globe, this 
speaking engagement had to be 
postponed. Months later, as churches 
started gathering again with social 
distancing practices in e� ect, The 
Gathering was able to reschedule the 

event for September 13, 2020 at their 
outdoor venue.

Representing Harversters, Lance Klepp 
and wife Kim, who oversaw the Terekeka 
campus for more than 5 years, were 
able to come and share personal stories 
and history of their time in South Sudan 
with the The Gathering’s pastor, Dave 
Butler, and its church members. Also in 
attendance was Harvesters’ Director of 
Development, Megan Thompson, and 
Harvesters’ Sponsorship Coordinator, 
Erin White. 

Moved by what the Klepps had to share 
about Harvesters’ history, as well as 
its present and future opportunities, 
Pastor Dave highly encouraged the 
church to sponsor 20 kids. In answer 
to that nudging, The Gathering’s 
kids’ ministry and youth group each 
committed to sponsoring an orphan 
that day. 

“It is these grass-roots e� orts that the 
Lord has used to bless and support the 

work of Harvesters for nearly twenty 
years. It’s an understatement when I say, 
church partnerships have and continue 
to be a vital line of support to the  love and 
care provided at Harvesters’ campuses in 
East Africa,” shared Thompson following 
this event.

In response to how COVID-19 has 
a� ected the ministry’s support, 
Thompson shared, “It’s been a blessing 
in disguise to see the creative ways 
people are adjusting in these trying 
times. It is our hope as an organization 
that individuals and churches will 
continue to see unique ways of helping 
to meet the needs of those vulnerable. 
One way is by sharing about the amazing 
work being accomplished through 
Harvesters and encouraging others to 
join our e� orts. Because we’ve witnessed 
firsthand at Harvesters just how much 
more we’re able to do together.”  
Want to host an orphan sponsorship drive? 
Contact Sponsorship Coordinator, Erin White, 
via Sponsor@hrtn.org.

For just $36/month  
Become My Sponsor Today!

SALAM! MY NAME IS SAMUEL GARANG, 
but I go by Akui. I am in Primary 6 now. 
I am good at farming and science, but 
have a harder time with math and time 
management. Outside of school I help 
around campus by weeding, raking, 
sweeping, and digging for the garden. 
I also help with cleaning the dining hall 
and church. In my free time I like to 
practice music and play soccer.

I have many friends here, but some of 
my closest ones are Sarah, Emmanuel, 

BASIC NEEDS: Orphan & Widow Care
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DISCIPLESHIP

You Can Impact My Life By
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460

and Gabriel. I have been learning how 
we are to love one another. My favorite 
verse in the Bible is Matthew 11:28 and 
my favorite story is about Abraham’s 
life. Will you please pray that I continue 
to work on self-control and for peace in 
South Sudan?

A BLESSING IN DISGUISE
September 13, 2020: Pastor Dave, of The Gathering Church Viridian, led a conversation with Lance and Kim Klepp of HRTN.
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We o� er this “Advance the Gospel” 
sponsorship option for people who have 
felt called to directly contribute to the 
ongoing discipleship e� orts taking place 
on both the Yei and Terekeka, South 
South Sudan campuses and in their 
surrounding communities. 

By contributing $23 a month, you will be 
helping to support the pastors’ salaries 
at Harvesters’ two churches, as well as 
supporting all that goes into holding 

4

DISCIPLESHIP

For just $23/month 
Help Advance the Gospel in South Sudan Today!

Give the Gi�  of Discipleship by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460
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NO LONGER AN ORPHAN

Racheal Solomon, daughter, sister and 
child of the Most High.

Sunday worship services, Sunday school, 
Bible studies, carrying out community 
outreach and providing pastoral 
counseling to children and church 
members.

By: Pastor Hillary Kenyi

Seventeen-year-old Racheal “Umina” 
Solomon was born into a family of six 
children, although one died at a young 
age. In her younger years, she enjoyed 
spending time with her parents. Her 
father served in the military, while 
her loving and caring mum operated 
a small business to support the family. 
At the tender age of 7, Umina’s mother 
passed away. Her dad, who struggled 
with alcohol addiction, would come 
home late every evening, causing a 
lot of chaos and generally leaving the 
children to care for themselves. To 
complicate matters, her dad spent all 
he had for their mum’s funeral, leaving 
them with no money for food and 
other basic life necessities. With no one 
to care for them, Umina o� en worried 
what the future would hold. 
“In 2010, when war broke out in Juba, 
we were in the house with no one to seek 
guidance or advice from. Our father was 
on night duty, which le�  us vulnerable 

things of God and others than herself. 
Umina’s gradual spiritual 
transformation helped minimize the 
sad memories and stress she carried 
from her early childhood. She was 
now able to get a good night’s rest. 
“No words can describe my heartfelt 
gratitude to God. He blessed me, my 
sisters and other vulnerable children in 
South Sudan with a compassionate and 
safe place to live and be loved,” said 
Umina. No longer does Umina consider 
herself an orphan, for God has provided 
her with a personal relationship with 
Him and a loving Harvesters’ family to 
sustain her.  
In 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, the Apostle Paul 
writes, “Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God.” This passage has 
deeply impacted Umina, who is now 
studying hard in hopes of helping to 
reconcile communities so that they 
might live together harmoniously. 
Her first priority is to be a vessel of 
reconciliation to her immediate family. 
In seeking to put her faith into action, 
Umina requests the prayers of her 
family in both Africa and abroad, “I 
need the prayers of my brothers and 
sisters in Christ for spiritual guidance 
and wisdom to enable me to achieve the 
desired goals. God bless.” 

to the cross-fire. But God rescued us,” 
noted Umina during a recent sharing of 
her personal testimony.
In a divine intervention, Umina’s father 
was transferred from Juba to Yei, 
where he was told about Harvesters’ 
orphanage. A� er a month of being 
under the care of their grandmother, 
who was herself poor and unable 
to provide food for Umina and her 
siblings, they cried out for help. God 
heard their cries, and the door was 
opened for Umina and her two younger 
sisters to join Harvesters’ care.
“When we first arrived life was di� erent, 
but we were warmly welcomed by the 
children and especially Mama Lilly, who 
showed us compassion and her motherly 
heart. We were given new clothes, 
enough food to eat, toys, and a place 
to sleep. We were also provided with 
books and uniforms for school, where 
we attended morning devotions and 
Bible study once every week. I became 
used to the programs and schedules,” 
recalled Umina.
As time passed, Umina sensed that 
something was missing in her life 
despite attending school chapel and 
hearing weekly devotions. Though 
she attended church service regularly 
and led praise and worship, she still 
struggled with obedience. 
One day during devotionals, Umina 
felt convicted and could see how her 
choices were leaving her with an empty 
hole in her heart. In hopes of working 
through this struggle, she committed 
her life to Christ and determined to 
serve God wholeheartedly. As she 
invested more time in her prayer life, 
she noticed that her choices started to 
change and were more centered on the 



BUILDING PEACE THROUGH MUSIC: 
Amal Jazz Band from Malakal  South Sudan ,  
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EDUCATIOn

By: Samson Liberty, United Nations 
Mission In South Sudan
September 22, 2020 - Music has 
the power to break all existing 
barriers between communities. 
This forms the motto of Amal 
Jazz Band, a unique ensemble of 
musicians who promote peaceful 
coexistence and social cohesion 
through their performances.
“Our aim is to widen public 
participation in cultural activities, 
encourage interaction and build 
peace among all communities in 
Malakal, and of course, across South 
Sudan,” says Fawil John Achuil, 
a musician and founding band 
member.
Formed in December 2016, the 
band started as a community 
volunteer group of some 30 South 
Sudanese who loved music and 
wanted to bring hope to residents 

living in Malakal in the immediate 
aftermath of civil wars. Hence, their 
name, ‘Amal,’ a word that means 
‘hope’ in Arabic.
Since then, they have gone from 
playing ad-hoc, acoustic sets to 
fully electronic instruments and 
released an album of peace songs 
called “All South Sudanese Need 
Peace.” Furthermore, they have 
collaborated with other musicians, 
civil society groups and even the 
United Nations in Malakal to spread 
messages on key social issues 
as well as the need for durable 
peace in the world’s newest 
country. “Collaboration forms the 
essence of peace. Therefore, we have 
done many events in and around 
Malakal that involves partnerships 
with other artists, groups and UN 
humanitarians,” reveals Mr. Achuil.
An ongoing project that members 
of Amal Jazz Band are involved 

For just $84/month 
Become A Hannah Fund Student Sponsor Today!

For $84 a month you are supporting the 
cost of deserving students attending 
secondary school, training school or 
university o�  campus. Students who 
benefit from the Hannah Scholarship 
Fund have met certain criteria and are 
a� orded the opportunity to continue 
furthering their education.

By sponsoring a Hannah Scholarship 
Fund student, you are helping to pay 
for the student’s schooling as well as 
their living accommodations and travel 
back to Harvesters’ campus when on 

Give the Gi�  of Education by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460
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school break. Students who earn their 
certificates and/or degrees are in a 
better position to find jobs that help 
them provide for themselves as well as 
positively impact their communities.

The Amal Jazz Band, an ensemble of talented musicians, gives music lessons to displaced 
children & teenagers so they imbue the strong cultural heritage of South Sudan.

in is teaching music to displaced 
children living in the Protection 
Site adjacent to the UN Mission in 
South Sudan’s (UNMISS) base in 
Malakal. Mr. Achuil says he believes 
that children born amid confl ict 
need cultural roots, an anchor to 
which they can pin their identity. 
In his opinion, music provides that 
anchor since it is an undeniably 
strong cultural marker. “For us as 
a jazz band, music is everything,” 
he avers. “Many displaced children 
and young people in South Sudan 
have known nothing but violence and 
devastation. Therefore, we decided 
to give music lessons to displaced 
children and teenagers so that they 
begin to inculcate the strong cultural 
heritage that they come from,” he 
adds.
For band members, it is also a 
way to ensure that emerging 
generations keep traditions, 
musical and otherwise, alive in the 
future as well as to spread a culture 
of peace among youngsters. “Our 
fi rst and last objective is to preserve 
humanity. We will not stop building 
peace and will continue our eff orts 
to represent all South Sudanese. 
We hope that the Amal Jazz Band 
will endure as a symbol of a united, 
peaceful South Sudan,” states Mr. 
Achuil passionately.
The twenty-fi rst of September 
is annually commemorated 
worldwide as International Day 
of Peace. With a global pandemic 
ongoing, 2020 has been a year like 
no other; this day is, therefore, 
doubly signifi cant and UNMISS 
is proud to showcase voices 
advocating for a durable peace in 
the world’s newest country. 



“WE’ RE NOT WAITING”
It has been nearly four years since civil 
unrest erupted in Yei, South Sudan, 
closing many businesses, including 
Harvesters Reaching the Nations’ His 
House of Hope Hospital. At the time 
of its closure, HHH was operating at 
its fullest capacity, serving more than 
10,000 patients a year. 
While those patient numbers are in the 
now distant past, the hope to begin 
reopening the hospital was given the 
green light in February 2020, when 
the Unity Government was o� icially 
formed. That was all Harvesters’ 
Executive Director, Jay Macfarland, 
a former hospital administrator, 
needed to put the reopening plan into 
action. Macfarland’s first step was to 
take Dr. David Matthews and his wife, 
Joyce, on a site visit to the Yei campus. 
Together, they are passionate about 
building an African medical sta�  to 
run the hospital long-term.
During the site-visit, Matthews and 
Macfarland were going to collectively 
assess the scope of what it would 

entail to reopen in a gradual capacity. 

“Once things settled down in the region, 
it’s always been Harvesters’ intention to 
reopen the hospital in order to meet the 
health care needs of vulnerable children 
and women in the community. However, 
due to COVID-19 hitting pause on the 
world, both our site-visit and timeline for 
reopening have been delayed.” shared 
Macfarland.

Upon further discussions amongst 
leadership and sta� , and with 
enthusiasm continuing to mount for 
the hospital to reopen, Harvesters’ 
National Director, Mr. Mourice Akuno, put 
together a hospital clean-up team. Since 
the hospital has been void of use since its 
closure in late 2016, the facilities were in 
need of repair. With new hopes to reopen 
next spring, the hospital clean-up team 
made huge strides in August to clean 
and disinfect each room thoroughly for 
future use.  Areas that were in need of 
refreshing have been repainted by some 
of Harvesters’ laborers. 
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HEALTH CARE
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August 2020: Harvesters’ cleaning sta�  began e� orts to clean and ready the hospital for reopening next year.

“In order to relaunch a hospital, these 
gradual steps needed to be made 
ahead of o� icially re-opening. August’s 
cleaning e� orts were a step in the right 
direction. Cleaning sta�  will, however, 
need to continue maintaining the 
facilities in the coming months in order 
that the progress made to date is not 
undone. The cleaning team will also be 
checking machines and the remaining 
medical supplies to take inventory and 
discard what has expired.” said Akuno. 
Harvesters continues to trust in the 
Lord’s timing as it scouts a dream 
team of African medical professionals 
for the hospital. “We’ve learned a lot in 
the hospital’s early years, and it is our 
hope we can take what we’ve learned 
and make adjustments that will benefit 
the patients that much more.” said 
Macfarland. 
Macfarland went on to say, “It’s an 
awesome opportunity to be able to o� er 
health care beyond a clinic’s capacity. 
This is why we’re pushing...we’re not 
waiting any longer to move forward with 
reopening.” 

Become a Sponsor of Malaria Treatment Today!
For $37 a month you are helping to 
cover the cost of treating a child patient 
with mild to severe malaria at one of 
Harvesters’ health clinics in Yei and 
Terekeka, South Sudan. Malaria is one of 
the most commonly contracted illnesses 
our nurses treat in our orphanages. Your 
gi�  of health care will save lives. 

Give the Gi�  of Health Care by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460

For just $37/month
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Harvesters Reaching the Nations is a Christ-centered organization 
providing discipleship, education and health care to orphans as well 
as vulnerable women and children in remote regions of the world.
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We want to pray for you!

We know 2020 has been a di� icult year for many of our faithful supporters 
with COVID-19, fires, hurricanes and the divisiveness and civil unrest in our country. 
If you have any specific prayer needs right now, our sta�  would like to pray for you. 

. 
Please send your prayer requests to prayer@hrtn.org or call (972) 941.4460. 

______________________________
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. 

In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
 

- John 16:33 


