
By: Lillian “Mama Lilly” Klepp

I remember traveling to Yei, Sudan (now 
South Sudan) as if it were yesterday. Staying 
in a motel in Arua, Uganda, the half-way 
point, I heard a knock on the door and 
opened it to see a jerry can filled with water. 
When told it was for bathing, I knew then 
my life was about to change forever, and 
we hadn’t even arrived in Yei yet. The next 
day and three flat tires later, we arrived in 
Yei. So the journey into our new life began. 
Victims of war, the children started arriving 
shortly after, growing our orphanage to 100+ 
orphans within a year. With the 90 acres 
granted to us, we initially held school and 
Sunday services under the mango trees. 
With extended rainy seasons we eventually 
built a school and church to be able to 
operate year-round.

In our early years, after losing children to 
prevalent diseases, we knew something had 
to be done. We prayed, and God led us to 
open a hospital in 2012 on our Yei campus. 
However, in 2016 civil unrest broke out again, 
forcing us to close the hospital. Thankfully, 
we have plans to reopen Harvesters’ House 
of Hope Hospital in 2021.

In 2010, with God’s leading, we established 
an orphanage in Terekeka, South Sudan 

providing basic needs to fifty orphans. 
In the coming years, the campus grew to 
have a primary school, medical clinic, and 
continues to host church in the campus 
pyatt. By 2022, we plan to open a secondary 
school in Terekeka to provide secondary-
level education for our primary school 
graduates. 

The civil unrest that broke out in 2016 
resulted in more than 4 million South 
Sudanese fleeing their homes, many 
of whom now live in refugee camps in 
neighboring countries like Uganda. In 2017, 
with an increasing need for educational 
support, the Ugandan government invited 
Harvesters to build and operate a primary 
school in the Rhino Refugee Camp. By 
February 2018, in just a year, we opened our 
third primary school and currently serve 480 
students in Uganda.

From small beginnings, we are now spread 
across three campuses, collectively caring 
for, discipling, educating and providing 
health care for more than 1,300 children 
as well as employing 150 local staff. While 
Dennis and I no longer live in Africa, we 
continue to lead the board and travel to 
the campuses to encourage and support 
the African staff. We are so proud of 

Harvesters’ children, many of whom have 
completed their schooling with careers in 
farming, health care, education, business, 
technology, and law. 

As we celebrate Harvesters’ 20th anniversary 
this year, our vision for the future is to 
support orphans and those vulnerable in a 
way that helps them, their families, and their 
communities become stronger together. 
We pray Harvesters remains steadfast yet 
adaptable. We desire to strengthen our 
children’s diversity and uniqueness through 
their relationship with God, their extended 
families and their communities, giving 
them confidence in who they are as Christ-
bearers. Because of all of our supporters, 
this God-given vision has and continues 
to come to light! Thank you so much for 
trusting in God, believing in Harvesters, and 
being part of our family.n
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LIGHTS 

NEW DEVELOPMENtS

2 3

NEW DEVELOPMENTS

HIGH

Harvesters Reaching the Nations would like to take this opportunity to focus on  
many of the good things that happened in 2020 thanks to the Almighty Lord, their hard-working staff  

and their generous supporters and prayer warriors. 
 

Harvesters will build a Secondary 
School composed of 6 classrooms, a 
computer lab,  a science lab, library 
and associated facilities over the 
course of the next 3 years. Once 
completed the school will include 
grade levels Senior 1 - Senior 4. 

Starting April 2020 Harvesters soft-
launched its Terekeka Secondary 
School Project campaign to raise 
funds for Phase I of the project. 

Campaign Duration: 2020- 2024

These funds will be used to construct 
the following buildings in preparation 
of opening and operating the school 
starting in February 2022:

MULTIPHASE CAMPAIGN 

PROJECT’S SCOPE

During subsequent years, funds will 
continue to be raised for capital and 
operating expenses with a goal of 
adding 1 grade per year along with 
teachers’ housing.

FOLLOWING PHASES 

- 2 Classrooms S1 & S2 classes
- A Computer lab
- A Science Lab
- A Library
- A Dining Hall
- A Teachers’ Office
-  Student Latrines
- A Fence 
- Solar Equipment

This budget also includes the cost 
to operate the school for the first 
year.

CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW

For the past two years, 100% of 
Harvesters Reaching the Nations’ 
primary students in Terekeka, South 
Sudan passed their “Primary Leaving 
Exam” at the end of their 8th grade 
year, compared to 81% nationwide. 
However, after completing their 
primary education these students are 
left with limited to no opportunities 
for attaining a secondary education. 
Upon further analysis of this recurring 
need, and after much thought and 
prayer by Harvesters’ African staff, 
the local community, Harvesters’ 
board of directors and U.S. staff, 
Harvesters feels called to build and 
operate a Christian secondary school 
to help meet this need in Terekeka. 
Harvesters strongly believes this 
opportunity will continue to help 
bolster the futures of the Mundari 
community in which they serve.
With early donations, this project has 
already received 20% of the overall 
budget. The 3-phase project  is 
scheduled to complete construction 
of the entire secondary school 
campus in 3 years time. As the 
construction progresses, the plan is 
to have Senior classes 1 and 2 open 
in 2022, Senior class 3 in 2023, and 
Senor class 4 in 2024. 

PHASE I BUDGET: $103,480   

Funds for Phase I need to be raised 
by September 2021, in order for the 
school to be ready to accommodate 
students at the start of the 2022 
school year in February.
If you or someone you know 
is interested in learning more 
about this project, please 
contact Harvesters’ Director of 
Development, Megan Thompson, 
by phone (817) 909-5202 or email  
Megan.Thompson@hrtn.org.

RAISED TO DATe

TOTAL BUDGET: $191,697

Harvesters’ 
Secondary School Poject 

Terekeka, South Sudan

Harvesters’  
Secondary School Project 

 Take part in this unique opportunity to provide secondary school education 
 in Terekeka, South Sudan!

PHASE I DEADLINE: SEPT 2021

2020

January 2020 - HRTN’s 

Hannah Scholarship Fund 

beneficiary, James Bond 

Michael graduated law school. 

December 2020 - James got 

hired as a clerk at ALP 
Associates in Kamapla, 

Uganda. 

September 2020 - During 

the 5 months of closure due 

to the pandemic, Harvesters’ 

Assembly church in Yei, 

South Sudan underwent 

extensive renovation and 

reopened to a packed house! 

July 2020 - Harvesters celebrated South Sudan’s 9th year of Independence with a day of games and prizes! 

August 2020 - A 

cleaning team began 

the process of cleaning 

Harvesters’ His House 

of Hope Hospital in 

Yei, South Sudan in 

preparation of reopening 

in 2021 after being closed 

for 4 years!

September 2020 - End 
of summer yielded a 
plentiful harvest of beans, 
corn, cabbage and so 
much more across our 
South Sudan campuses! 

July 2020 - During pandemic 

closures, Harvesters’ teachers 

in Uganda took their class 

to the community. Teachers 

and students continued 

school while practicing social 

distancing and wearing 

masks.

April 2020 - Harvesters’ 

kids reenacted Jesus’ 

entry into Jerusalem in 

the days before His death 

and resurrection.
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We offer this “Advance the Gospel” 
sponsorship option for people who have 
felt called to directly contribute to the 
ongoing discipleship efforts taking place 
on both the Yei and Terekeka, South 
South Sudan campuses and in their 
surrounding communities. 

By contributing $23 a month, you will be 
helping to support the pastors’ salaries 
at Harvesters’ two churches, as well as 
supporting all that goes into holding 

Allow me to introduce myself, my 
name is Florence Yoloki, a South 
Sudanese. My village is called 
Morobo, which is close to the South 
Sudan-Uganda Border.
No one has ever told me what killed 
both my parents, which left me and 
my brother under the care of our very 
old grandmother. She tried as much 
as she could to care for us, but due 
to old age, she was frustrated and 
pained trying to fend for us. I suspect 
someone must have informed her, out 
of sympathy, about “The Godsend” 
that was Harvesters Reaching the 
Nations’ orphanage in Yei - which is 
located 48 miles from my village. The 
year was 2009.   
I am told my grandmother brought me 
and my brother to Yei to plead with her 
relative to help her feed us, since she 
was losing strength to be able to fend 
for us. The relative was not prepared 
for two more mouths to feed, but 
took us in possibly for a few days 

during which time my grandmother 
heard about Harvesters. She pleaded 
her case and we were accepted into 
their care. For me, this marked the 
dawn of a new life, a life of positive 
transformation in every sense of the 
word. I was six years old, and joined 
Baby class (preschool) instead of P1 
or 2 (first or second grade) as my age 
would have required.
I was accommodated unconditionally 
and treated so well with all the 
provisions a child would need for 
growth and mental development. I 
have never lacked food and clothes 
and yes, education. I loved going to 
school and meeting new children 
and people from far away. I enjoyed 
listening to the way missionaries 
would speak English, which 
developed an urge in me to get a 
better education. I am currently in 
S2 (sophmore year) in secondary 
school, and I am an above average 
student doing well in Mathematics 

For just $36/month  
Become My Sponsor Today!

SALAM! MY NAME IS WANI KONGURU. 
I am two years old and am the 
youngest of the children on campus. 
I can be found all over the campus, 
because I am already walking! I 
am a very happy baby. I love to eat 
porridge! 
Last year I became very sick and 
almost died, but the nurse took 
very good care of me, and a local 
doctor came to visit me. They tell me 
everyone was praying hard for me, 

BASIC NEEDS: Orphan & Widow Care

4

DISCIPLESHIP

For just $23/month 
Help Advance the Gospel in South Sudan Today!

Give the Gift of Discipleship by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460

5

You Can Impact My Life By
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460

TRY AGAIN

and I got better. Will you please pray 
for me to remain healthy as I grow, 
and that I will continue to bring joy to 
those around me?

THIS IS WHY I SEE HRTN AS A GODSEND

Moses Andu, son, brother and  
child of the Most High is always helping around campus.

Sunday worship services, Sunday school, 
Bible studies, carrying out community 
outreach and providing pastoral 
counseling to children and church 
members.

Nineteen years old Florence Yoloki.

By: Pastor Hillary Kenyi

January 14, 2009, Yei, South Sudan - 
Six year-old Moses Andu was brought 
to Harvesters Reaching the Nations 
campus after his parents died. Upon 
coming to Harvesters, Andu had never 
heard about God. As he grew up on 
campus he struggled more often than 
not with acting out. At the time, the 
Harvesters’ church pastor, Pastor 
Pooshani, worked closely with many 
of the kids who had very little to no 
exposure to God’s Word. I recall one 
instance in which she focused on the 
topic of faith with a sermon titled 
“The Gateway to Salvation.” It was 
after hearing this sermon something 
clicked in Andu’s mind and heart. In 
the following days, weeks, and months, 
Andu began memorizing scripture, 
learning to read the Bible, and praying. 
Gradually he began to grow in his faith 
and decided to participate in weekly 
discipleship class. Soon after he was 
baptized into the Christian faith, after 
which his life started changing even 
more. Instead of spending time around 
bad influencers, Andu continued 
reading his Bible every day and praying 
earnestly to God. When asked what his 
favorite verse in the Bible is, Andu would 
tell you it’s Psalms 23:4: “Even though I 
walk through the darkest valley, I will 
fear no evil, for you are with me; your 
rod and your staff, they comfort me.” 
This verse signifies to Andu that no 
matter what he goes through in life, God 
will protect him.

Twelve years after his arrival at 
Harvesters, you will find Andu involved 
in the church activities, leading praise 
and worship, teaching Sunday school, 
acting as a translator and helping 

sermon highlighted the importance of 
persevering even when circumstances 
are working against you. Be it the Lord’s 
will, stay the course.

As I write this, it warms my heart to 
have witnessed Andu’s spiritual growth 
over the years. He is such a sweet young 
leader with a strong passion and desire 
for His relationship with God. Please 
pray for Andu, as he has big dreams to 
become a medical worker who fully 
trusts in God’s healing hand, while he is 
used to treat  patients. Please also pray 
for him to realize his dream, and that 
God will continue to change his life to 
meet His intended plan for Andu’s life.n

around campus. Prior to the pandemic, 
Andu was also a home cell Bible study 
teacher in the community and an active 
member in the Scripture Union, a group 
formed at Nehemiah Secondary School 
where he attends. 

Recently Andu taught a lesson titled 
“Try Again” during morning chapel. His 
lesson covered the book of Genesis 26: 
12-22 when Isaac had to keep digging 
wells until “no one quarreled over it.” 
Andu focused on the fact that Isaac 
kept trying, remained steadfast, and 
God honored his efforts, leaving Isaac 
to declare, “Now the LORD has given us 
room and we will flourish in the land.” 
Isaac’s experience with the envious 
Philistines kept attempting to thwart his 
endeavors is just like life…and Andu’s 

and Science subjects.   
As I write this, I feel God, in His plans, 
might have replaced my parents 
with Harvesters, who have done 
more than what my parents could 
have done. The gap I had in my heart 
Harvesters has closed. I feel I am at 
home, but even more I thank God for 
the teachings I have received about 
Jesus Christ and for the education 
I am receiving. God is still working 
wonders in both my life and that of 
my brother, who is in S4 (senior year). 
Harvesters has already changed my 
story for now, and in the future. 
May God bless Harvesters and all 
those connected with it everywhere 
in the world…You are changing lives.
Be blessed.
I am,
Florence Yoloki n

“”God in His plans, 
might have replaced 
my parents with 
Harvesters, who have 
done more than what 
my parents could 
have done.

Florence Yoloki  
   age 19



A FRESH START NEARLY DEAD, BUT 
MORE ALIVE
By: James Lujang
Juba, South Sudan - Life would 
have come to an end for me on 
October 12, 2020, when I had 
my boda accident, but by the 
abundant grace of God I am 
still alive. Moments just before 
crashing, when I realized we were 
going to crash and there was no 
other way, I was filled with so much 
fear, fear we would not survive the 
accident. Given the environment, 
my optimism for survival was non-
existent. I was expecting the worst, 
either death or sustaining multiple 
serious injuries which would be 
hard to recover from. It was a 
terrifying moment for me.
After the accident I was taken to a 
military hospital by some soldiers, 
since the scene happened near 
the local military base hospital. 
Upon evaluation, medical staff 
determined my case was a special 
one, and that I would need a 
maxillofacial specialist to attend 
to me.  As the search for this rare 
specialist went on,  I ended up 
being taken to 3 or 4 health facilities 
before they could find a specialist to 
see me. Thankfully they were able 
to get me scheduled for surgery by 
early the next day.  I lived through 
the first 8 hours, which is hard to 
believe considering my blood loss 
and serious pain I was in. At that 
point, I knew God had passed me 
through the critical hours and that 
I may get to see the following day.
Thankfully, when I awoke I was 

surrounded by David Gama, Helen 
Yangi, Charity Tabu and Victoria 
John, my brothers and sisters 
whom I grew up with at Harvesters 
Reaching the Nations’ orphanage in 
Yei, South Sudan. Since we all live in 
Juba for either work or school, they 
were able to come together upon 
hearing about my accident to help 
oversee my care, encourage me, and 
giving me strength to keep fighting. 
Additionally, Shay “Grandma Shay” 
Buttolph traveled from Yei to be by 
my side at the hospital, praying and 
assuring me how many more are 
praying for me and how much my big 
family of Harvesters was unceasingly 
praying for me, too. 
Words cannot describe how much I 
am thankful and grateful to God for 
all these individuals whom He has 
used to keep me alive, strong, and 
encouraged. I’m grateful also to the 
medical team who cared for me from 
the beginning until the day of my 
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EDUCATIOn

By Anna Kaku
Hello everyone; My name is Anna 
Kaku and I joined Harvesters’ 
Primary School in Uganda in 
September 2020. I’m originally from 
Bereka, a village in Lainya County, 
South Sudan. However, in 2016 I 
was living in Yei town until the war 
broke out. At that point life became 
so difficult and insecure for us in 
Yei, we set off for Uganda in June 
2016. Using a taxi, we left all the 
belongings in the houses behind. 
Our hope and thought was that we 
would only be in Uganda for a short 
while and be able to return home. It 
took us a day to arrive at the South 
Sudan – Ugandan border, where we 
were then received by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). At that point 
we traveled to Keri transit centre. 
After a couple of days, we were 
then brought to Ocea reception 
Centre where we got registered 
and settled in Ariwa, Uganda. 
Back home, life was so good and I 
enjoyed the company of my parents 
and relatives with whom we all 
lived together in one house. School 
was near for us and affordable for 
our parents. That reality changed 
when we fled to Uganda and 
settled in the Rhino Refugee Camp. 
Starting over was so difficult with a 
new home, unfriendly weather, and 
schools were beyond max capacity. 
As a teenager, I kept thinking about 
my home back in South Sudan and 
all the things we had left there, and 
soon the reality began to set in that 
we may not return. Every time we 
heard news from South Sudan, 
it was never good. We continued 

For just $84/month 
Become A Hannah Fund Student Sponsor Today!

For $84 a month you are supporting the 
cost of deserving students attending 
secondary school, vocatitonal training 
school or university off campus. 
Students who benefit from the Hannah 
Scholarship Fund have met certain 
criteria and are afforded the opportunity 
to continue furthering their education.

By sponsoring a Hannah Scholarship 
Fund student, you are helping to pay 
for the student’s schooling as well as 
their living accommodations and travel 
back to Harvesters’ campus when on 

Give the Gift of Education by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460

6

HEALTH CARE

7

school break. Students who earn their 
certificates and/or degrees are in a 
better position to find jobs that help 
them provide for themselves as well as 
positively impact their communities.

December 3, 2020: Six weeks after his accident, James Lujang (right), is photographed 
with his doctor at his follow-up appointment.

discharge.
Above all, I praise God and thank 
Him for His unending love, goodness 
and mercies upon my life. I also 
want to thank God for His provision 
of funds toward my surgery and 
other medical expenses through 
Harvesters. God has continued to 
bestow blessing upon blessing from 
the moment of my accident and 
throughout this time of my healing 
process. 
As I reflect on this major trauma in 
my life now and in the days to come, 
I pray my life serving as a doctor will 
be used to bless many people’s lives, 
that I will be an agent of change, and 
that I’ll share the love of Christ with 
those lost. No one really knows how 
much time we have in this world. I 
just know since I nearly died, I feel 
more alive today, and I’m even 
more motivated now to live out the 
purpose God’s given me.n 

ABOUT JAMES LUJANG

James Lujang is a Harvesters Reaching 
the Nations’ alumni and beneficiary of 
Harvesters’ Hannah Scholarship Fund. 
In 2019, Lujang completed his clinical 
officer’s degree and has been working 
at at a health care clinic in Juba, South 
Sudan for about one year. Once James 
finishes his committment at the clinic, 
Harvesters plans to bring him on board 
the medical team at His House of Hope 
Hospital once the hospital reopens. 

Become a Sponsor of  Malaria Treatment Today!
For $37 a month you are helping to 
cover the cost of treating a child patient 
with mild to severe malaria at one of 
Harvesters’ health clinics in Yei and 
Terekeka, South Sudan. Malaria is one of 
the most commonly contracted illnesses 
our nurses treat in our orphanages. Your 
gift of health care will save lives. 

Give the Gift of Health Care by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460

For just $37/month

Harvesters’ Primary School new librarian in Uganda, Anna Kaku.

can invest in the salon sector.
Until that day comes, I have been 
enjoying my work as a librarian 
even within this short time frame. 
The working environment at 
Harvesters’ is very friendly; there’s 
a strong team spirit among the 
staff, and I am learning new skills in 
my area of work. I also feel blessed 
to be able to contribute to building 
a better future for our children 
by offering access to books in the 
library. Additionally, with my salary, 
I am able to support my family, pay 
for my siblings school fees, as well 
as provide my personal effects. 
As I had to start fresh in Uganda, 
John 14:1, ”Do not let your hearts 
be troubled. You believe in God; 
believe also in me,” provided me 
with the inspiration I needed to 
seek Him always. It assures me that 
He is with me always and provides 
for me always no matter where I 
live.n

hearing of the death of my friends 
and relatives. Most of whom were 
brutally and innocently killed. 
I was unable to attend school my 
first year in Uganda. There was 
no secondary school nearby, and 
those in town were so expensive. 
By 2018, I was able to get enrolled 
in school. Each day, I walked 3 
kilometers (almost 2 miles) to and 
from school. Due to the continued 
school fees challenge, I had to drop 
out my Senior 3 year (junior year). 
As difficulties came my way, I opted 
to make the best of opportunities 
before me by engaging in small 
business activities based on 
skills I acquired in South Sudan. 
These activities included knitting 
bedsheets and table covers, 
making sandals, making liquid 
soap and doing hair. Odd jobs like 
these helped me to provide for my 
daily needs. It remains my hope to 
one day be able to return to South 
Sudan as a business woman who 
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We want to pray for you! 
 

We know 2020 has been a difficult year for many of our faithful supporters  
with COVID-19, fires, hurricanes and the divisiveness and civil unrest in our country. 
If you have any specific prayer needs right now, our staff would like to pray for you. 

.  
Please send your prayer requests to prayer@hrtn.org or call (972) 941.4460.  

______________________________ 
 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  

In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
  

- John 16:33 


