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The terms legacy planning and 
estate planning are o� en used 
interchangeably, however there are a 
few important di� erences. That said, 
they o� en go hand-in-hand.
AN ESTATE PLAN helps you develop a 
strategy to distribute your assets a� er 
you pass. It primarily focuses on asset 
protection, minimizing inheritance 
or estate tax responsibilities and 
maximizing wealth through creating a 
will or trust.
A LEGACY PLAN focuses on some of the 
intangible aspects of what you’d like 
to leave behind. While it still involves 
the monetary side of your asset 
distribution, you can predetermine 
how parts of your estate get used in a 
way that aligns with your beliefs and 
values.
Determining your purposes and 
values while thinking about your 
legacy can inform how you set up 
plans for your estate. For example, if 
education is an important value, you 
can designate that funds le�  to your 
beneficiaries will help them pay for 
their educational needs.

Or if charitable giving is something 
you want to continue a� er you pass, 
you may want to work with your 
financial advisor to set up a donor-
advised fund or a qualified charitable 
distribution with instructions for gi� s 
for specific organizations. These tools 
can help you make a di� erence for 
those causes close to your heart and 
also o� er potential tax benefits. 
To get started, consider meeting 
with a financial advisor. Discuss the 
principles and values that matter most 
to you and whether you have specific 
goals you’d like to meet. From there, 
your financial advisor can work with 
you to determine the best approach 
to save for future generations based 
on your situation, needs and values. 

If you are interested in learning 
how to create or update your 
will or more about legacy giving, 
contact Harvesters’ Director of 
Development, Megan Thompson 
by phone (817) 909-5202 or email: 
Megan.Thompson@hrtn.org. 

LEGACY PLANNING VS> ESTATE PLANNING

* Excerpt from “What you need to know about legacy planning and how to get started” article featured on Thrivent.com.

On January 1, 2023, Harvesters 
Reaching the Nations appointed Co-
founder, Lilly Klepp, as its Executive 
Director.
Having served in Yei, South Sudan for 
15+ years alongside her husband, Ps. 
Dennis Klepp, Lilly brings with her an 
invaluable level of experience that 
will help guide and direct Harvesters 
as it serves vulnerable women and 
children and raises up leaders well 
into the future.
“When I visited all 3 of our campuses 
this past summer, it became even 
more clear to me that God has more 
for me to contribute to Harvesters, 
but in a di� erent capacity,” shares 
Lilly.
“Following my return home, God laid 
Romans 11:29 on my heart: 
‘For the gi� s and the calling of God 
are irrevocable’
While the context of this scripture is 

about the Jewish people, God’s Word 
in this verse a� irmed for me that even 
though we had to return to the states 
to manage personal family and health 
issues, God forever touched my life 
with this calling. This verse is saying 
He does not withdraw what He has 
given, nor does He change His mind 
about those to whom He gives His 
grace or to whom He sends His call. 
And I’m more assured now that I need 
to see this ministry through.
In my new role as Executive Director, 
I’m excited to be working closely with 
African and U.S. sta�  and our Board 
of Directors, so collectively we can 
strengthen Harvesters’ foundation 
and continue God’s work in reaching 
the nations. It’s also a wonderful 
opportunity to be able to work with 
some of Harvesters’ alumni who are 
now serving with us. God is good!” 
As a cherished member of our family, 
we hope you are as excited as we are 

HRTN ANNOUNCES NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

for this new season in leadership at 
Harvesters, and that you will join with 
us in praising God for His provision. 

Harvesters’ Executive Director,
Lilly “Mama” Klepp
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS

This year we are blessed to be able to provide school lunch for 1,350+ students from the community who attend 1 
of our 3 primary schools in East Africa.  It’s amazing to think that last year, God provided 300,000+ meals for all of 

our students! For many of these children, this meal is the only nourishment they receive that day. 
Thanks to many of our current student sponsors, our partnership with Orphan’s Promise, and supplemental food 

that is grown on our campus gardens, almost half of our school food need 
will be met through these faithful provisions! 

BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP TO RAISE THE OTHER HALF! LEGACY PLANNING VS> ESTATE PLANNING

$450
Your gi�  of $450 feeds all 1,350+ 

primary students from the community 
school lunch for 1 day. 

$15
Feed a full classroom for a school 

day.  With classrooms averaging 50 
students per class, you can imagine 
what a di� erence your gi�  makes in 

providing their “daily bread.” 

$84
Feed 1 student lunch for an entire 
school year at one of Harvesters’ 
Christian Primary Schools in East 

Africa. 

HRTN’S FILL OUR BOWLS CAMPAIGN 2023

$40,000
is needed to provide the remaining 150,000 school lunches for our primary students this year.

Harvesters’ School Lunch Menu
You can order from Harvesters’ school lunch menu below or give any amount to help meet this need!

Use the newsletter remittance envelope OR visit HRTN.org and click on the 
“Fill Our Bowls” campaign banner to give online.

How to “Place Your Order”

Christian Primary Schools in East 

URGENT NEED TO BE MET BY APRIL 30th



For just $36/month
Become My Sponsor Today!

SALAM! MY NAME IS SARAH DARIO and 
I’m in primary school this year! I have 
been working really hard to learn the 
alphabet and how to count to 100. I work 
really hard and enjoy school, but I am 
still behind and struggle to keep up. My 
favorite thing to do is play games and 
sing songs with my best friends, Debbie 
and Emma. We also do chores together, 
like picking up trash and cleaning up our 
rooms.

At church, I am learning how to love 

BASIC NEEDS: Orphan & Widow Care
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DISCIPLESHIP

like God and be a good person. I am 
working on learning new memory verses 
and enjoy hearing new stories from the 
Bible. My favorites are the ones about 
creation. Will you please pray for me to 
have success in school and stay positive? 
Thank you!

Precious Angeer “Debbie” Matiopp 
was brought to Harvesters Reaching 
the Nations’ Yei campus when she 
was an infant. At 7 months-old 
I realized she had coordination 
issues and so I sought advice from 
Mama Lilly, the founder and campus 
administrator at the time, on how 
we could support her. By the time 
she was expected to start to walk 
she fell ill, and the only solid food 
she could tolerate was porridge. As 
months went by she was able to only 
eat small portions.  Slowly but surely 
she started to recover, but she still 
exhibited signs of delay throughout 
her upbringing.
It takes a village of sta�  at Harvesters 
to help raise and  love all the children 
in our care. And while a monumental 
task, we all delight in seeing the 
children reach life’s milestones. 

November 27, 2022, Debbie, pink dress, with Josphine Kigundu, her 
father Santino (second from le� ), Mr. Mourice Akuno & Pastor Hillary.

You Can Impact My Life By
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460

ALWAYS FAMILY When it comes to Debbie, I remember 
early on finding a lot of joy from 
watching her learn to  crawl, hearing 
her pronounce her name, cracking 
jokes, and learning to recite her first 
memory verse. Needless to say, I’ve 
had the pleasure of witnessing a lot 
more achievements since then, such 
as her singing in the church choir and 
laughing and playing with her friends.
It is  rare for an orphan to be reunited 
with any relatives, especially a father 
a� er the war subsided; however that is 
exactly what happened last year. A� er 
10 years, we connected with Debbie’s 
father, Santino, and arranged for him 
to meet with her here on November 27, 
2022. 
During his visit to campus, Santino 
expressed his  appreciation of 
Harvesters raising her. He went on to 
share how he would like to introduce 
his only daughter to his family in his 
village, which required Harvester’s 
leaders to meet and discuss before 
he was approved. He then followed 

up with me and shared how Debbie 
was well received and how he’d 
like to request she live with them 
permanently. He went on to share his 
plans to enroll her in school in Juba 
and seek coordination therapy to help 
her improve her motor skills. Seeing 
his love for her, and upon more due 
diligence, leadership  agreed to release 
guardianship to Santino.
It is bittersweet for me to let Debbie 
go, because I’ve learned so much from 
my time with her over the years. She 
taught me patience, because reaching 
life’s milestone for her was so di� erent 
from other kids here. She is so special 
to me and I, along with everyone here, 
will miss her smile and sweet spirit. I 
thank the Lord for the time we had 
together. 
While it is amazing Debbie experienced 
the rare opportunity to be reunited 
with her dad’s family, she will always 
be a beloved member of Harvesters’ 
family, and we are grateful and wish 
her the best endeavors in life. 

By: Josephine Kigundu
HRTN Orphan & Widow Care Supervisor

Debbie, pink dress, picture alongside her aunt, uncle, 
cousins and father who is father le� .



We o� er an “Advance the Gospel” 
sponsorship option for people who have 
felt called to directly contribute to the 
ongoing discipleship e� orts taking place 
on both the Yei and Terekeka, South 
Sudan campuses and their surrounding 
communities. 

By contributing $23 a month, you will be 
helping to support the pastors’ salaries 
at Harvesters’ two churches, as well as 
supporting all that goes into holding 
Sunday worship services, Sunday school, 
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DISCIPLESHIP

For just $23/month 
Help Advance the Gospel in South Sudan Today!

Give the Gi�  of Discipleship by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460
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Bible studies, carrying out community 
outreach, trauma healing group sessions, 
and providing pastoral counseling to 
children and church members.

Twelve-year-old James “Jimmy” 
Michael has grown up on Harvesters 
Reaching the Nations’ campus in 
Yei, South Sudan and is currently 
a primary 5 student at Harvesters’ 
Christian Primary School. 
Jimmy exhibits character traits 
beyond his years. He is an honest 
boy with high integrity and a good 
listener with great communication 
skills. He is also an avid notetaker of 
every Sunday sermon, who eagerly 
strives to grow spiritually. His 
enthusiasm about learning the Word 
of God and his love for Christian 
music energizes his steps on God’s 
path for his life. November 20, 2022 
marked a joyous day, when Pastor 

THE MAKING OF A DISCIPLE
Hillary, lead pastor of Harvesters’ 
Assembly Church, baptised him in 
front of his peers. For such a young 
boy, Jimmy’s spiritual life is quite 
unique, because he is already aware 
of God’s calling to prepare him to 
minister to the nation. In Jimmy’s 
words, “I love what I am doing to 
grow stronger and remain faithful to 
the work of God.” 
In the world’s youngest and most 
fragile nation of South Sudan, the 
mentoring of young disciples, like 
Jimmy, gives much hope for the 
betterment and transformation 
of the country. At the forefront of 
these e� orts, Pastor Hillary shared 
that “Harvesters is committed to 
raising and developing new leaders 
who will serve the people of God 
for generations to come. Jimmy is 

one example of the role discipleship 
plays in the lives of young people to 
help prepare them for God’s calling 
on their lives.” 
Just as God is omnipresent, 
Harvesters remains intentional to 
recognize and embrace Him fully 
in daily life in their churches, 
orphan and widow care programs, 
schools, healthcare clinics, and 
the hospital. The result: Individuals 
finding strength and refuge in God’s 
almighty presence in their lives and 
sharing their journey of faith so that 
others may come to know Him, too. 


If you are interested in sponsoring 
the Advancing of the Gospel, 
please contact HRTN’s Sponsorship 
Coordinator, Candice Bolding, by 
calling (972) 941.4460 or emailing 
sponsor@hrtn.org. 

Jimmy Michael studying his Bible and Sunday sermon notes.

By: Omelson Charlie
HRTN Marketing & Communications 
Coordinator



For just $19/month 
Become My Sponsor Today!

SALAM! MY NAME IS ELIZABETH DAWA 
and I live with my father, mother, and 
siblings. We all help out at home, and 
I like to sweep and wash dishes. In 
my free time, I read stories and skip 
rope with my friend, Esther. I am 
very happy we are back in school, so 
I can improve my reading and writing 
skills. I want to work hard in school, 
and one day fulfill my dream of being 
a doctor.

Harvesters also helps me grow my 

Give the Gi�  of Education by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460

faith through worship and devotion. 
I read the Bible to help me grow my 
relationship with God, and my favorite 
verse is Psalms 33:20. Will you please 
pray that I can continue to attend 
school and that God will keep my 
family and me healthy? Thank you!

IT’S THE 
“LITT LE THINGS”

EDUCATIOn
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Ten-year old Rebecca Mercy attends Harvesters’ Christian Primary School in Uganda.

“Hello, my name is Rebecca Mercy, 
and I am a pupil of Harvesters’ 
Christian Primary School near Arua, 
Uganda. This year I am in primary 
three (third grade). I am 10 years old, 
born to my dad, Bida Sam, and my 
mom, Sunday Susan. Before fleeing 
to a refugee camp in Uganda in 2016, 
we lived in Yei town in the residence 
of Sopiri. 
I cannot imagine how life was at that 
time, because I arrived here when I 
was quite small; but I do know my dad 
had a job and lived with us at home. 
During the war, he accompanied us to 
the refugee camp and then returned 
to South Sudan to continue earning 
a living for us. I miss his living with 
us so much, and I espcially miss the 
times he carried me around town on 
his bicycle. 
Now everyday I walk 30 minutes to 
school, excited to study. Harvesters’ 
uniform is overwhelmingly beautiful 
to me and gives me so much pride 
to be a student. We have the best 
and most caring teachers who make 
a lot of e� ort to see that we do well 
in class. In fact, during the Covid 
lockdown, they o� en visited us at our 
homes to encourage us to practice 
reading and writing.
When I joined Harvesters, I was issued 
a uniform, shoes, and  scholastic 
materials for class. The school also 
provides us with lunch every day. 
I am grateful we receive a meal at 
school. This has always helped me to 
stay attentive and participate during 
my a� ernoon classes. 

On normal days when we have food 
at home, I have three meals in a 
day, but there are moments when 
we end up having one meal per 
day, especially when they started 
reducing the food rations for 
refugees. 
Experiencing the way our teachers 
are and how they do things for 
us has inspired me to become a 
teacher. My hope is to take my 
degree and return home to South 
Sudan to teach. 
Although I do not read the Bible 
so well yet, the lessons we learn 
from our devotions and Bible study 
sessions help me a lot. I have gained 
a real understanding of who Jesus 
is and why He came to the earth 
and died for our sins. Now, I can 
pray during devotions at school and 
during our family prayers at home.
I am especially grateful for an 
opportunity of this kind to be in a 

school that cares for us like we are 
a great big family. It is a place where 
we are being prepared to change 
the world for the better.” 
- Rebecca Mercy, Primary 3 Student,      
  Uganda Campus 
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CASE STUDY: ACUTE HEART FAILURE FROM ELECTRICAL SHOCK

Yei, South Sudan - A 13-year-old 
female was brought to His House 
of Hope & Faith Hospital in distress 
a� er sustaining a shock when she 
placed her le�  hand on a wire coming 
from the wall socket. Upon the initial 
assessment the patient exhibited 
breathlessness and crackles 
throughout the chest. The heart 
examination revealed tachycardia 
without murmurs or gallop rhythm 
and an enlarged spleen. There were 
multiple blisters, mild swelling and 
marked pain, so she was unable to 
fully open or close her le�  hand.
She was administered oxygen to 
help her breathe and medication 
to help with the severe pain. The 
oxygen helped increase her level 
from 64% when she first arrived to 
84%. Additionally, she was treated 
with a dexamethasone 16 mg IV 
and then frusemide 40 mg IV, and 
her respiratory status improved 
substantially over one hour, bringing 
her oxygen level up to 94%. Silva-
sulphadiazine cream was applied 
to the burns of her hand, and we 
used a sling sheet to minimize 
edema. Her oxygen levels continued 
to improve. Because of concerns 
about myoglobinaemia leading to 
obstruction of renal tubules and 
balanced against the concerns for 
her heart, we gave a slow infusion 
of normal saline, 3 L over 18 hours. 
Ultrasound of the heart showed 
tachycardia, but normal contractility 
and size of the ventricles.

Become a Sponsor of  Malaria Treatment Today!
For $37 a month you are helping 
to cover the cost of treating a child 
patient with mild to severe malaria at 
one of Harvesters’ healthcare clinics 
in Yei and Terekeka, South Sudan. 

Malaria is one of the most commonly 
contracted illnesses our nurses treat 
in our orphanages. By addressing 
malaria early on, a patient is more 
likely to recover faster, which in turn 
helps minimize the potential long-

Give the Gi�  of Healthcare by 
emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org

or calling: (972) 941.4460

For just $37/month
term e� ects that malaria can have.
Your gi�  of healthcare will save lives. 

Hand Before 

Interested in partnering with 
Harvesters’ His House of Hope & 

Faith Hospital to save lives in 
South Sudan? 

Visit HRTN.org and click on the 
hospital banner on the home page, 
or contact Harvesters’ Director of 
Development, Megan Thompson, 
by phone (817) 909-5202 or email: 
Megan.Thompson@hrtn.org.

By: Ann Mutunga, Aaron Osman, 
J. Clarke McIntosh, Medical sta�  at 
His House of Hope & Faith Hospital

The next morning, her oxygen 
level was at 96% on room air 
and the swelling in the hand was 
substantially reduced. We treated 
her empirically for malaria because 
of the enlarged spleen.
One week later, the patient had 
blisters without evidence of 
infection on the le�  hand. The 
swelling had reduced and normal 
function had returned. Her vitals 
were normal, and her oxygen on 
room air was 99%. The remainder of 
her examination was normal. 
As electrical power becomes more 
common in South Sudan, building 
codes are more o� en than not 
ignored. It is thought that direct 
current (from batteries) is generally 
felt to be potentially less harmful 
than alternating current as from 
the municipal grid, but our patient 
sustained a significant, potentially 
fatal, injury from a direct current. 
While ideal, it is impracticle for 
hospitals in South Sudan to be 
monitoring electrically injured 
patients extensively. However, 
we think our management of this 
patient helps provide a reasonable 
template for South Sudanese 
medical providers faced with similar 
electrical injuries to treat their 
patients. Of course further reports 
of electrical injuries, treatment, 
and outcomes would be collectively 
valuable to medical providers. 
Published in the South Sudan Medical 
Journal Vol 14 | November 2022

Hand 1 Week A� er 



Phone: (972) 941.4460
E-mail: info@hrtn.org
Headquarters: 2001 W. Plano Pkwy. Ste. 3432
 Plano, TX 75075
Website: www.hrtn.org
Media:

Harvesters Reaching the Nations is a Christ-centered organization 
providing discipleship, education and healthcare to orphans as well 
as vulnerable women and children in remote regions of the world.
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HEADS UP
This year, Herald of Hope’s Summer Newsletter 

will be available online only.

To receive our enews summer edition,
 please email info@hrtn.org!


