November 26, 2024 - Harvesters’ Christian Secondary School’s first S4 graduating class posed together in celebration of their last day.

"WE’RE HISTORY MAKERS”

By: James Lemeriga,
HRTN Secondary School Headmaster

November 26, 2024 - In the heart of
Terekeka, South Sudan, Mundari,
a region long known for its rich
culture of cattle keeping and
pastoralism, history was made as
the first-ever Senior Four (S4) class
completed their last day of school
at Harvesters Reaching the Nations’
Christian Secondary  School,
which was established in 2022. For
these twenty-seven students, this
milestone is not just a personal
achievement but also a beacon
of hope and opportunity for their
community.

The journey to this remarkable
day has been one of determination
and resilience. In a region where
education often takes a backseat
to traditional livelihoods, the

establishment of the school marked
a turning point. Many students
faced challenges, such as forced
marriages for girls and balancing
their studies with responsibilities at
home and in the cattle camps. Yet,
their persistence has paid off.

To acknowledge the significance of
this special day, students, teachers,
and parents gathered at the end of
the day to celebrate the school’s
first graduating class.

Secondary school teacher, Mr. Pouk
Peter Ngor, happily declared to all
in attendance that “This is proof
that with access to education, the
youth of Mundari can achieve great
things. They are the future leaders,
and | have no doubt they will bring
positive change to our region.”

Embracing the moment, one of the
S4 students, Lilian Yiko’s, infectious

laughter filled the air as she began
hugging her fellow classmates
and sharing, “We’re not just
graduates...we’re history makers!”
Yiko went on to express gratitude
to their teachers by gifting them a
collection of handwritten notes of
appreciation from their class.

Not only were students sharing
their gratitude, but also parents
like Yiko’s mother expressed her
thanks to God, the teachers, and
everyone who supported her child’s
education, knowing the collective
effort that made this moment ...
Continues on page 6
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NEW WAYS TO PRACTICE GENEROSITY IN THE NEW YEAR!

By: Megan Thompson, HRTN
Director of Development

Each year, we often pick an area of our
life that we want to grow or improve.
Have you ever considered growing
in generosity? Studies show that
generosity improves your emotional,
physical and spiritual health. Giving
releases chemicals like dopamine
and oxytocin, leading to an improved
mood and mental health. It is also
connected to reduced levels of stress,
lower blood pressure, and improved
immune system function. Studies
have even noted that generosity can
strengthen relationships, foster a
sense of community, and even reduce
job burnout.

There are so many avenues of giving
that can liven up HOW you share
your time, talent, and treasure with
your local church or causes you are
passionate about,including Harvesters
Reaching the Nations.

One of the motivations behind our
generosity is to be obedient to the
commands of God to supply the
needs of the local church, care for the
poor, and take care of the widow and
fatherless. We also give as a response
to His goodness, not because He needs
more resources, but because we are so
grateful for how He cares for us. We
give because it all belongs to Him and
we are just stewards of what He has
entrusted to us.

HERE ARE NEW WAYS TO GROW IN
GENEROSITY THIS YEAR:

Gifts of Stock, Bonds and/or Mutual
Funds - Did you know that you can
donate shares of stock? The benefit:
These gifts allow you to receive a
full fair market tax deduction and
eliminate capital gain taxes on the
appreciated value.

Give through a Donor Advised Fund
- By setting up a Donor Advised Fund,
you can immediately receive the tax
benefit by donating cash or assets to
this fund. Then, your donations grow
in a tax-free account, and you can
give grants as needed throughout the
life of the account. We recommend
reaching out to National Christian
Foundation for help setting one up,
especially if you are preparing to sell
a home or business where you would
maximize giving and save on taxes at
the same time.

Give through your Retirement
Accounts - If you’re 59.5+ year’s of
age, you can take a distribution from
your IRA without penalty and then
make a gift, allowing you to take a
tax deduction from your gift. If you're
70.5+, you can transfer up to $100,000
directly from your IRA to a charity,
tax-free! And, if you’re looking for a
way to meet your required minimum
distribution after age 73, look no
further.

Become an Ambassador - Plan to
use your talents to create a fundraiser
of your own! Recently, we had
supporters from our HRTN family
do just this through jewelry sales,
bake sales like “Sourdough for South
Sudan,” kids’ lemonade stands and
more. See inspiring photos of these
efforts on the next page.

Update your Will & Trust - You can
choose to leave a lasting impact
and legacy by naming HRTN in your
will or trust, or as a beneficiary on
a retirement account or insurance
policy. Keep in mind, it’s always best
to let us know if this is in your plans so

we can provide our tax ID number and
ensure your gift is properly directed.

Become a Monthly Giver - Just
like you budget personal expenses
monthly, churches and ministries do
too! When you make regular giving
part of your monthly rhythm, it’s a big
blessing to ministries like HRTN.

Devote Regular Time to Pray and/
or Volunteer - Part of generosity
involves the giving of your precious
time. Committing to pray regularly
by joining the HRTN prayer list is a
great way to get started! Pictured on
the next page are members of Grace
Church who wrote 200+ letters to
orphans and staff in South Sudan.

Help Spread the Word - Believe
it or not, how you publicly share
your feelings about a particular
ministry carries big weight with your
family, friends and church home.
Recommendations from you by word
of mouth, sharing of social media
posts, or even hosting an in-person or
virtual gathering promote the efforts
of HRTN. We may even be able to have
someone from HRTN speak at your
gathering!

Join me in praying for new ways to be
generous in 2025! Commit to involving
your family or friends in your journey
of generosity. As you give your time,
talent and treasures to increase His
Kingdom may you find inspiration in
the words of Richard Forster: “God’s
ownership of everything also changes
the kind of question we ask in giving.
Rather than, ‘How much of my money
should | give to God?’ we learn to ask,
‘How much of God’s money should
| keep for myself?” The difference
between these two questions is of
monumental proportions.”

For help getting started in any of
these new areas of generosity,
reach out to Harvesters’ Director of
Development, Megan Thompson
by phone (817) 909-5202 or email:
Megan.Thompson@hrtn.org. =
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A NEW HOPE FOR
BABY SHEILA

By: Omelson Charlie, HRTN
Yei Campus Director

November 30, 2024 - Fifteen-
day-old Sheila Egbame Joseph
was brought a day after her
mother’s passing, to Harvesters
Reaching the Nations’ campus in
Yei, South Sudan by the father,
grandfather  (maternal), and
aunties, with the hope for Sheila
to survive under the orphanage’s
care.

Sheila’s mother, Mary Joseph,
who was39years-old, succumbed
to complications from childbirth,
and sadly left behind seven
children, including her newborn,
baby Sheila.

Upon arrival, staff recognized
Sheila’s size and her urgent
need for medical attention and
admitted her to Harvesters’
Hospital for a comprehensive
examination.

Weighing only 3lbs, hospital staff
began immediately providing
Sheila with adequate nutrition,
while closely monitoring her
progress until she was in stable
condition. After two days of
care in the hospital, and closer
examination, the medical
team found her to be alert and
responsive, with no significant
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Harvesters Reaching the Nations’ newest family member, baby Sheila Joseph.

health concerns identified at this
stage.Basedonherimprovement,
Sheila was discharged and is
now receiving nurture and care
from a dedicated housemother,
Mama Rose Omina, who works at
the orphanage.

As Sheila grows up, she will
be cared for, supported, and
encouraged to realize her
purpose in relationship with
Christ. Even though her family
is unable to provide her the
care she needs, they will
continue to be connected and in
communication with Sheila and
her Harvesters’ family.

Would you please join us in

Become My Sponsor Today!

For just $36/month

GREETINGS! MY NAME IS SHEILA
and I’'m a brand-new member of

) the Harvesters’ family. | was only

15 days old when | was brought
to the clinic for medical attention.
Sadly, my mother passed away
the prior day due to complications
from my delivery, leaving behind
my father and seven siblings.

| am now in the diligent care of a
Housemother at Harvesters’ Yei
campus. | will grow up in a loving

praying for Sheila’s family as
they grieve the loss of their loved
one? Thank you for being a part of
Sheila’s journey. m

If you are interested in sponsoring
Sheila, please contact HRTN’s
Sponsorship Coordinator,
Jennifer Johnston by phone
(972) 941-4460 or email:
Sponsor@hrtn.org.

environment, and be educated
and discipled to reach my full
potential, which would make my
mother very proud. Will you please
pray for my birth family as they
grieve their loss? Thank you!

You Can Impact My Life By

emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org
or calling: (972)941.4460




LEAVING THE PAST BEHIND

By: Omelson Charlie, HRTN
Yei Campus Director

Mid December, Harvesters’ Assembly
Church hosted its second annual
end-of-year Youth Conference,
opento allyouthresidingintheYei
community. The year-end Youth
Conference’s thematic purpose,
“Leaving Your Past Behind,” was
to provide a safe space where
youth could feel encouraged to
healthily process through their

trauma and emotions, so that

they could begin to embrace a
brighter future.

Rooted in the book of Philippians
verses 3:13-14,

“Brothers and sisters, | do not
consider myself yet to have taken
hold of it. But one thing | do:
Forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, **
I press on toward the goal to win
the prize for which God has called
me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”,

the conference’s theme offered
a powerful message of hope for
young people navigating the
challenges of a war-torn nation.

Throughout the three-day
event, 200 attendees had the
opportunity to learn from diverse
speakers and connect with other
young people from various
churches, thus fostering a sense
of community through a shared

;

DISCIPLESHIP

December 12-14, 2024 - Harvesters; Assembly Church held its 2" Annual
Youth Conference for Yei Town Youth.

experience.

Attendees participated in
sessions focused on: identifying
and addressing trauma, circles of
influence, and entrepreneurship
skills that they can explore.

The conference’s speakers,
activities  and discussions
explored  inspiring  Biblical
narratives, drawing practical

lessons from Biblical stories like
that of the resilience of Joseph
and Esther. Individual counseling
sessions were also offered to
anyone who felt they could use
more one-on-one guidance.

When asked why the church

started holding these youth
conferences, Lead Pastor Hillary
Kenyi shared, “Our church
leadership started holding these
annual conferences out of a desire
to provide spiritual guidance
and hope in Christ. We do this
by sharing practical tools and
offering support for them so they
can work through any challenges
they’ve faced or will face in life.
As they grow in their relationship
with Christ, so also will their hope
for the future increase.” m

Help Advance the Gospel in South Sudan Today!

For just $23/month
|

We offer an “Advance the Gospel”
sponsorship option for people who
feel called to directly contribute
to the ongoing discipleship
efforts taking place on both the
Yei and Terekeka, South Sudan
campuses and their surrounding
communities.

By contributing $23 a month, you
will be helping to support the
pastors’ salaries at Harvesters’ two
churches, as well as supporting

all that goes into holding Sunday
worship services, Sunday school,

Bible studies, carrying out
community outreach, trauma
healing group sessions, and

providing pastoral counseling to
children and church members.

Give the Gift of Discipleship by

emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org
or calling: (972) 941.4460




"WE'RE HISTORY
MAKERS” Cont.

By: James Lemeriga,
HRTN Secondary School Headmaster

[cont. from front page]

..possible.  Further reflecting
on the journey, which included
years of early mornings, late-
night study sessions and endless
determination, she whispered to
Yiko, “You’ve done it, my child.”

Oneoftheschool’stop-performing
students, Melinda Meling shared,

“I never thought | would be here
today; this school gave us a chance
to dream beyond cattle herding. |
feel proud and ready to contribute
to my community.”

Student Emmanuel Guda shared
a similar sentiment. “Education
has opened my eyes. Before, | only
knew life in the cattle camp. Now,
| see possibilities like becoming a
teacher, doctor, or leader for our
people.”

And fellow classmate, Zachariah
Lodu, who has plans to pursue
medicine, exclaimed “We did it!”

Serving as the headmaster of the
school, | and my fellow teachers
will continue striving to develop
students who think intentionally
and critically, while providing
them an environment to discover
their giftings and the direction
God has for them.

December 3, 2024 - Harvesters’ Se

As years pass, the success of
Harvesters’ Secondary School
will continue to be examined,
as graduates share with us what
opportunities they pursue/secure
to support themselves and help to
support their families.

The first Senior 4 class is a
powerful reminder of the potential
of education to break barriers
and open doors. It is a moment
of pride, not just for the students
but for the staff and the entire
community, as they celebrate this
historic achievement and look
forward to a bright and hopeful
future. m

Become My Sponsor Today!

For just $24/month
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SALAM! MY NAME IS VICTORIA
KOLO! | live with my grandmother
and uncle. | am a good girl, and |
try to help at home and at school.
For example, at home | wash my
own clothes. | like playing and
telling stories with my friends.

In school, | have been learning to
read and write. Last year, | placed
5th out of 45 students! In church, |
have been learning new songs. My
favorite Bible verse is Ephesians
6:1-2, which talks about the

EDUCATION

r 4 students (in blue) along with other S4 students
from the region prepare to take their Secondary School exit exam.

DID YOU KNOW?

Unlike in the United States,
Secondary Senior 4 students
take their exit exam after the

last day school.

The exam results are not
reported until months later,
which causes quite a delay for
students who intend to pursue
a higher level of education.

importance of obedience. Will you
please pray that my grandmother
stays healthy and lives a long life?
Thank you!

Give the Gift of Education by

emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org
or calling: (972) 941.4460




HEALTHCARE

BY HIS SIDE

By: Jackie Langston, Visiting Team Member, | s

Northwest Bible Church, Dallas, TX

On December2,2024, | arrived at the
Harvesters Reaching the Nations
campus in Yei with members of my
church, Northwest Bible Church.
This was my second trip to South
Sudan, having previously visited
the Harvesters’ campus in Terekeka
the year before. My passion for
children and helping others led me
to make my first trip in 2023, and |
never could have imagined how life-
changing it would be.

After that experience, | knew | had to
return the following year to continue
building on the relationships | had
formed with the children and staff.
However, my church ended up only
sending a team to Yei in 2024, and
| would be lying if | said | wasn’t
disappointed. My heart longed
to reconnect with everyone in
Terekeka, but | still felt called to go,
trusting that God had a plan for me
in Yei. Well, as we know, God really
shows up in incredible, unexpected
ways.

My first night in Yei, | learned that
Ladu Pitia, an orphan from the
Terekeka campus, was on campus
to be examined at Harvesters’ His
House of Hope & Faith Hospital.
After discovering a thoracic hernia
in his left rib cage, the doctor
scheduled Ladu to have surgery in
two days.

The next morning, | found him
sitting alone under the mango tree,
and when | called his name, his face
lit up the second he saw me. We
both couldn’t believe we had been

reunited all the way in Yei! My heart
was so happy, because a little piece
of Terekeka was there with me.

The following day, December 4th,
Ladu underwent surgery, and |
spent the next 3 days by his side
in the hospital as he recovered.
Some days we would spend hours
sitting together on a bench outside
the hospital, gettinfg to know each
other better and forming a very
special, deep bond. Once he was
discharged, he was always by my
side for the rest of my time in Yei. |
know we are both thankful for the
unexpected and beautiful way God
worked in our lives that week.

Unfortunately, Ladu’s health issues
don’t end there. During his surgery,
Dr. Milla discovered a cyst in his
back onthe samesside as the hernia.
They were unable to operate on it at
that time, so Ladu will return to Yei

| [N y
e outside so

Day 2 post operation - Spending some C
he can get some fresh air and sunshine.

in a couple of months to have the
it removed at Harvesters’ hospital.
Please pray for him as he will likely
be scared when he learns this news,
especially after his painful recovery
from the hernia surgery. Ladu is a
very special and brave boy who
loves the Lord and his Harvesters’
family deeply. =

Interested in partnering with
Harvesters’ His House of Hope &
Faith Hospital to save lives in
South Sudan?

Visit HRTN.org and click on the
hospitalbanner on the home page
or contact Harvesters’ Director of
Development, Megan Thompson,
It\)/?l phone (817) 909-5202 or email:
egan.Thompson@hrtn.org.

Sponsor Prenatal Care &Delivery for 1 Expectant Mother Monthly

For just $150/month

For $150 a month you are helping
to cover the cost of providing up to
nine months of prenatal care patient
visits, ultrasounds and delivery at
Harvesters’ His House of Hope & Faith
Hospital in Yei, South Sudan.

Your gift of healthcare will save lives.

Give the Gift of Healthcare by

emailing: Sponsor@hrtn.org
or calling: (972) 941.4460
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Remember not the former things, nor consider the
things of old. Behold, | am doing a new thing; now
it springs forth, do you not perceive it? | will make a
way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

Isaiah 43:18-19
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